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1 DAY AFTER CHRYSLER, ANOTHER BIG-3 AUTOMAKER SLASHES FRANCHISES

BIG POWER LINE

Kanawha spared in GM cuts PATH
“I have beat myself up
over the years to make
Chevy look good. Now,
look what they’ve done.
We’re like a bunch of
chickens being picked
off in a field.”
_______
LINDA TEETER
Midway Motors owner

map
made
public

Unknown number of W.Va. dealers among 1,100 cut off
By Eric Eyre
Staff writer

General Motors plans to continue its
franchise contracts with six Kanawha
County dealerships, the West Virginia
Auto & Truck Dealers Association said
Friday.
Joe Holland Chevrolet, C&O Motors
Chevrolet, Turnpike Chevrolet, Crown

Pontiac-Buick, Paul White Chevrolet and
Moses Cadillac-Buick-Pontiac-GMC Truck
were spared from GM’s franchise cuts
Friday, according to the association.
General Motors notified 1,100 dealers
nationwide on Friday that their agreements would not be renewed.
In West Virginia, GM dealerships in
Morgantown, Kingwood, Martinsburg,
Sistersville, Glen Dale, Mannington and

Harman received letters stating that they
were losing their franchises.
The dealers have until the end of the
month to appeal.
“This thing just makes me sick,” said
Linda Teeter, who owns Midway Motors
in Harman. “This is dirty. They’re using
people.”

______—

SEE GM CUTS, 13A

High-voltage feeder
to East would cross
a dozen counties
and cost $1.8 billion

Parading for safety

By Ken Ward Jr.
Staff writer

A new high-voltage electrical
transmission line would stretch
for 280 miles across West Virginia, from the outskirts of Charleston to just beyond the state’s
Eastern Panhandle, under a proposal made public Friday by
American Electric Power and
Allegheny Power.
If approved by the state Public Service Commission — as
well as regulators in Virginia and
Maryland — the Potomac Appalachian Transmission Highline, or PATH, would cross a
dozen West Virginia counties
and cost $1.8 billion.
Power company officials said
the project is needed to shore up
the nation’s ailing electrical grid
and, as proposed, “minimizes
the effect on the natural and human environment.”
“The PATH project is vital to
the reliability of the electricity
grid serving this region,” said
Michael G. Morris, president of
Columbus, Ohio-based AEP.
“We understand the concerns
about the impact of transmission
lines and will work with the
states and landowners to ad-

______—

SEE PATH, 13A
ONLINE
More about power lines:
http://wvgazette.com/News
/LinesofPower
Power line route maps:
www.pathtransmission.com
/maps/default.asp
Read more in Coal Tattoo:
http://blogs.wvgazette.com
/coaltattoo

LAWRENCE PIERCE | Saturday Gazette-Mail

Fire trucks and police cars from throughout the region drive through the streets of Charleston on Friday evening as part of a parade for the West Virginia Public
Safety Expo. The expo continues today at the Charleston Civic Center.

DEVONSHIRE AT TEAYS VALLEY

YEAGER AIRPORT RUNWAY APPROACH

Huge Putnam development opens

Big truck knocks out
all glidepath lights
By Rusty Marks
Staff writer

Approach lights to one of
Yeager Airport’s two runways
will be out of commission until
at least Tuesday after a dump
truck hit a catwalk to one of the
support towers on Friday.
Airport Director Rick Atkinson said the truck hit a crosspiece that ties together a series
of 17 approach-light towers
around 1 p.m. Friday.
The truck, operated by contractors Cast and Baker of
Canonsburg, Pa., was crossing
between two of the landing-light
towers when it struck the catwalk that connects the towers
about 300 feet from the end of
Runway 23. The collision bent
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SCOTT DEPOT — Residents of Putnam
County’s largest housing development
are moving in and getting a start on their
new “lifestyle of convenience.”
Devonshire at Teays Valley officially
opened its doors Friday after nearly six
years of development and two years of
construction.
Interest in the massive development has
been strong. Of the three apartment
buildings open, 70 units have been leased.
“We’re leasing them faster than we can
build them,” said Rip Cathcart, founder
and CEO of Cathcart Properties.
Three more apartment buildings, featuring 28 apartments with one to three
bedrooms, remain under construction.
Construction on the additional buildings
should be completed within the next
month. Apartments rent for $750 to
$1,405 a month.
Home sales in the development also
have been better than expected, Cathcart
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said. Developers have sold three townhouses in the six-unit complex.
“Given the market conditions, I’m very
pleased with that,” Cathcart said.
The townhouses feature six three-bedroom dwellings. Each townhouse will
have between 1,454 and 1,556 square feet.
Prices start at $160,000.
Construction crews have broken
ground on the second townhouse unit,
which will feature six dwellings with attached garages. Cathcart expects construction to be completed in September
or October.
“We have a lot more to do,” he said.
Cathcart expects to continue building
over the next decade or more.
When complete, the complex will feature about 520 apartments, 170 townhouses, 90 patio dwellings and 90 condominiums — a total of about $170 million in property.
The next phase is to build up to 90
one-level patio dwellings, ranging from

______—

Obama’s
EPA clears
42 of 48
By Ken Ward Jr.
Staff writer

The Obama administration has
cleared more than three-dozen new
mountaintop removal permits for issuance by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, drawing quick criticism
from environmental groups who had
hoped the new president would halt
the controversial practice.
In a surprise announcement Friday, Rep. Nick J. Rahall said 42 of
the 48 permits already examined by
the U.S. Environmental Protection
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the catwalk, which now sags at
one end.
The light towers stretch across
Coonskin Park for 3,000 feet,
helping guide aircraft that are
landing at Yeager. Atkinson said
the driver of the truck failed to
lower the bed on the massive
machine, allowing the top of the
raised bed to hit the catwalk.
Atkinson guessed that the
trucks are about 15 feet tall with
the beds lowered, and about 30
feet tall with the beds raised.
Cast and Baker has been doing construction work at the
airport for months, expanding
the length of the runways.
Atkinson said a structural engineer looked at the damage Fri-
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A catwalk connected to one of Yeager Airport’s landing approach-light towers was struck by a dump
truck on Friday. An airport official said the approach lights would be out of commission until next week.

day afternoon and believes the
basic structure remains sound.
However, the approach lights
will be out of commission until
next week while repairs are
made.
Atkinson said the incident
should not seriously affect airport operations, even at night.
With the approach lights operating, pilots are permitted to
land if they can see the runway
from half a mile away. That distance will be increased to threequarters of a mile without the
lights.
Atkinson said the lights marking the edges and ends of the
runway were not affected by the
incident. “The runway lights are
separate,” he said.
Atkinson said Runway 23 is
the only one of Yeager’s landing
strips to have approach lights.
He said aircraft land from other directions without approach
lights all the time.
Reach Rusty Marks
at rustymarks@wvgazette.com
or 304-348-1215.
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1,800 to 2,400 square feet with
an attached two-car garage.
The patio dwellings are still
at least a year out before construction can begin, Cathcart
said.
“We still have to go through
the design phase, financing and
approval from the County
Commission,” he said.
Eventually, about 837 upscale apartments, townhouses,
condos and other dwellings
will sprawl over 111 acres just
off Hedrick Road in Scott Depot.
The development caters to
empty-nesters who want to
downsize, and young professional couples and singles.
“What we’re offering is a
maintenance-free lifestyle and a
lifestyle of convenience,” Cathcart said.
In Devonshire, residents do
not have to worry about mowing the lawn or cleaning the
gutters, he said.
Residents also will have access to a “clubhouse” containing a 1,000-square-foot gym,
massage room, tanning bed,
billiards parlor, business center,
resort-style pool, 24-seat movie
theater, executive chef ’s
kitchen, entertainment area and
indoor and outdoor fireplaces.
As the complex expands,
construction also will include a
second clubhouse with the
same amenities, in addition to
three tennis courts.
Devonshire is not the first
luxury housing complex Cathcart Properties has undertaken.
The company has two similar apartment complexes in
Charlottesville, Va. However, it
is the first time it has taken on
a construction project of this
magnitude.
Cathcart said Putnam County has been very supportive in
bringing Devonshire to the
county.
“This a sizeable development,” he said. “To be here and
develop something of this size
with practically no opposition,
it’s an epic moment in any developers’ career.”
Devonshire is the first development of its type in Kanawha, Putnam or Cabell counties, he said.
“If there had been three of
these already here, we wouldn’t be here,” he said.
Cathcart also expects the
sprawling development to improve the property value of

KENNY KEMP | Saturday Gazette-Mail

Old Colony realty agent Alice Townson greets a potential buyer Friday in front of a six-unit townhouse
complex at Devonshire at Teays Valley, Putnam County’s largest housing development. Officials with
Cathcart Properties officially opened the massive complex Friday. Its grand opening is today.
Cathcart said that in several
years, his company might consider undertaking other development projects in the state.
“We’ve bitten off all we can
chew right now,” Cathcart said.
“We have to be cautionary about
not competing with ourselves.”
For more information about
Devonshire at Teays Valley go to
www.liveatdevonshire.com or
call 304-757-1555.
Reach Veronica Nett at
veronican@wvgazette.com
or 304-348-5113.

Taliban adopting
conventional tactics
By Saeed Shah
and Nancy A. Youssef
McClatchy Newspapers

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan — Taliban insurgents in Pakistan’s
Swat valley may be preparing
to fight the army on the streets
of the scenic district’s main city,
as soldiers and guerrillas adopt
surprising conventional war
tactics.
The army appears poised to
enter Mingora city, lifting a
curfew Friday to allow thousands of its remaining residents to flee. Traditionally,
guerrillas would melt away
into the hills, the Taliban in
Mingora seemed to be waiting
to take on the advancing
troops.
The Pakistan army itself hasn’t committed the number of
troops that experts think would
be required for counterinsurgency operations, and the high
level of Taliban deaths the military has claimed would be unlikely if the Islamic extremists
were using guerrilla tactics.
Officials in Washington,
which has backed the Swat offensive, fear that key ally Pakistan risks excessive civilian
casualties with its current approach, as thousands of residents remain trapped in the
valley.
“If [the Taliban] try to fight
the army in Mingora or some
other town, they don’t stand a
chance against the superior
numbers which the army can
assemble and the firepower
the army can deliver,” said analyst Javed Husain, a retired
army brigadier who served in
Pakistan’s Special Services
Group commando unit.
So far, the nine-day-old army
offensive in Swat — which is
100 miles from Islamabad, Pakistan’s capital — hasn’t moved
into the valley’s towns. Those
who managed to escape Mingora, where five headless bodies were found this week,
warned that the army would
face tough resistance from
deeply entrenched Taliban in
the city.
Shaukat Saleem, a Mingora
resident who escaped from
Swat on Friday, said the Taliban had blocked roads in the
city with trees and boulders.
They’ve mined the streets, dug
trenches, made bunkers and
occupied many civilian homes,
he said. He said that he saw
“lots” of Taliban as he was
leaving the city, who stopped
him for questioning at 10 to 12
of their checkpoints.
“Mingora is completely in

Taliban hands,” said Saleem,
who’s now a refugee at the
Jalozai camp near Peshawar
with his wife and son. “On the
streets you only see Taliban
and stray dogs.”
The army estimated earlier
this week that as many as
200,000 civilians were still in
Mingora, and it was unknown
how many remained there after Friday’s exodus. The army
said that it had cleared the area
that leads to Mingora from
the south as far as Udigram, a
village on the outskirts of the
city.
“We allowed the civilians to
move out of Mingora city. We
relaxed the curfew,” said Maj.
Gen. Athar Abbas, the army’s
chief spokesman.
Abbas declined to comment
on the timing of a Mingora operation and whether the army
would wait for all the residents
to evacuate. It seems likely
that thousands of them remain
in the city, leading to fears that
the Taliban might use them as
human shields.
Ali Dayan Hasan, a South
Asia researcher at Human
Rights Watch, a U.S.-based advocacy group, warned that the
Taliban could be “luring” the
army into a fight in Mingora.
“If there are lots of dead
civilians and lots of dead soldiers, it could do morale-sapping damage,” Hasan said. “If
we hear of 2,000 civilians dying, say, it’s all over.”
The U.S. military has encouraged its Pakistani allies to
embrace counterinsurgency
tactics, which call for winning
civilian support, not just killing
the enemy and seizing ground.
Some U.S. officials, however,
worry that the Pakistani army
isn’t willing or able to move
away from traditional war-fighting tactics.
“If you talk to the military
leadership, they say they get it,
but do they understand it the
way we understand it?” a senior U.S. military official told
McClatchy.
The Pakistani army claims to
have killed more than 800 Taliban in Swat so far, including
200 at a training camp that
was bombed from the air.
Guerrilla tactics would have
had the insurgents mounting
hit-and-run operations and ambushes in small groups.
If the high death toll is correct, that would suggest that
the militants were fighting
pitched battles with the army,
but assembling 200 Taliban at
one spot would violate guerrilla
instincts, analyst Husain said.

The resort-style pool in Devonshire’s clubhouse. The massive apartment and townhouse complex features a 1,000-square-foot gym,
massage room, tanning bed, billiards parlor, business center, resortstyle pool, 24-seat movie theater, executive chef’s kitchen, entertainment area and an indoor and outdoor fireplace.
surrounding houses, in addition
to pulling in more businesses
near Interstate 64 and the new
U.S. 35 interchange.
The company chose the
Scott Depot location because of
its direct proximity to new U.S.
35.
“Wherever you pick up population, you pick up business,”
said Sen. Mike Hall, R-Putnam.
Which, he pointed out, is
good for the county’s tax bracket.
“For us, it was kind of a nobrainer,” Cathcart said.
Residents have easy access
to the highway and “most any
kind of shopping is just 10
minutes away,” he said.
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