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According to the Dale Enterprise Weather Station, a
winter storm that swept over the East Coast dropped
8 inches of snow just outside Harrisonburg. A thaw is

expected this week as temperatures are 
predicted to hover in the 40s. For the full forecast 

see Weather, Page A10.

ABOVE: Sarah Zahora, of Pottstown, Pa., a 21-year-old
junior at James Madison University, shovels snow off

her porch at Copper Beech in Harrisonburg 
on Tuesday. 

RIGHT: A Holstein cow finds a few blades of grass to
eat as the snow melts on Tuesday. 

Knife Links Suspect To Mexican Cartel

By PETE DeLEA
Daily News-Record

HARRISONBURG — A Rock-
ingham County Circuit Court
judge denied bond Tuesday for a
tractor-trailer driver accused of
smuggling more than 70 pounds
of cocaine and heroin.

George Henry Covarrubaiz,
38, whose home addresses are

listed as Tijuana, Mexi-
co, and Compton, Calif.,
is charged with two
felony counts of trans-
porting drugs into Vir-
ginia and two felony
counts of drug manu-
facturing.

Assistant Common-
wealth’s Attorney
Cristabel Opp told Judge
Bruce Albertson that a
knife found in the defendant’s pos-
session had the markings of a
Mexican drug cartel on it.

“These are serious
ties to another country,”
Opp said.

But Covarrubaiz’s
defense attorney, James
Love, told Albertson
that his client has no
criminal record and
wasn’t aware the drugs
were in his truck.

“He’s been a truck
driver for 19 years,”

Love said. “He doesn’t even have
a traffic ticket.”

The defendant was previously

denied bond in Rockingham
County General District Court
and appealed the decision to the
circuit court, where Albertson
also denied bond, citing Covar-
rubaiz’s possible flight risk to
Mexico.

Bad Light Led To Stop
On Feb. 3, a special agent

with the Virginia State Police’s
Criminal Interdiction Unit
stopped Covarrubaiz’s tractor-
trailer along Interstate 81 in
Rockingham County, just south

of New Market. 
Police say the northbound

truck was pulled over around
noon near mile marker 262 be-
cause of a bad light.

During the stop, a police dog
alerted the officer that drugs
were located in the truck. Inside,
police say they found roughly 48
pounds of cocaine and 22 pounds
of heroin. Prosecutors say the
drugs were found in the truck’s
battery compartment.

See CARTEL, Page A4

Covarrubaiz

Valley Health Care Workers Get A Winter Lift 

By CALEB M. SOPTELEAN
Daily News-Record

HARRISONBURG — Ryan
Sodikoff enjoys driving in the
snow and helping people.

That’s why he signed up to be
part of Operation Snowball. 

Sodikoff is one of a dozen or so
volunteers who take employees to
Sentara RMH Medical Center on
snow days. 

“It’s fun. I love doing it,” he
said. “It’s rewarding.”

Sodikoff uses his 2007 Toyota
FJ Cruiser for the operation. The
sport utility vehicle has full-time
four-wheel drive. 

In addition to helping others,
he looks at the volunteer work as
positive public relations for

Steven Toyota, where he works as
general manager. 

On Monday, Sodikoff picked up
two people as part of the opera-
tion. One was Charity Amison, a
patient care technician. 

Amison, who has been work-
ing at the hospital for a year, lives
in a house with her parents at the
end of a long, steep driveway off
Massanetta Springs and Hilltop
roads. 

“Without him I would’ve been
stranded,” she said. 

“She lived on a crazy hill, an ag-
gressive rural area,” Sodikoff said.
“She had to walk out to meet me.” 

It was the first time Amison
had to use Operation Snowball. 

“I’m very grateful. My car
wouldn’t make it,” she said, not-
ing it is not four-wheel drive. 

Sodikoff has been volunteering
with Operation Snowball four
years now. 

“In years past, I had to do
many runs in one day,” he said. 

Volunteers are not obligated to
drive every time they are called. 

On Monday, seven drivers, in-
cluding two hospital employees,
gave a total of 30 rides. 

The hospital is looking for
more drivers for the program,
said Linda Riddle, Sentara
RMH’s nursing coordinator. 

Operation Snowball began in
the 1980s, Riddle said. Originally,
it used Ruritan Club members as
drivers but later expanded to oth-
ers in the community. 

“We’ve used it most winters,”
Riddle said. 

“It’s a great service we do for
patients and our staff,” said De-
bra Thompson, the hospital’s
communications director. 

Contact Caleb Soptelean at 574-6293
or csoptelean@dnronline.com

Transportation Service
Fueled By Volunteers

Caleb M. Soptelean / DN-R

Ryan Sodikof f, general manager of Steven Toyota in Harrisonburg, is one 
of a dozen or so volunteers who participate in Operation Snowball. The 
program gives employees at Sentara RMH Medical Center rides to the 
hospital on snow days. 

Luxury
Complex
Coming

By JEREMY HUNT
Daily News-Record

HARRISONBURG — Construc-
tion recently started on a luxury
apartment complex in Rocking-
ham County.

Work is under way on the first
168 units of The Reserve at Stone
Port, a complex located off Port Re-
public Road just south of the Har-
risonburg city limits.

The Cathcart Group of Char-
lottesville plans to build a total of
396 units in 17 buildings between

Ridgedale
Road and the
extension of
Stone Spring
Road common-
ly known as
the southeast
connector.

The compa-
ny obtained
$13.4 million
in building
permits for the
project last

summer, but construction was de-
layed until funding was secured,
according to a company spokes-
woman.

“With the downturn in ‘for sale’
housing markets and subsequent
drop in homeownership rates, we
see a significant demand in the
market for a luxury rental commu-
nity in Harrisonburg,” Todd Doffle-
myer, president and chief execu-
tive officer of the Cathcart Group,
said in a news release.

The Cathcart Group is seeking
to appeal to “renters-by-choice,” in-
cluding graduate students, young
professionals, professors, doctors
and retirees.

Undergraduate college stu-
dents will not be allowed to rent
apartments at The Reserve.

It will be adjacent to the Stone
Port development near the inter-
section of Port Republic and Stone
Spring roads, just north of Sentara
RMH Medical Center.

Stone Port is a 105-acre 

See COMPLEX, Page A4

C’ville Company Starts
Work On Apartments

“[W]e see a 
significant 

demand in the
market for a 
luxury rental
community in
Harrisonburg.”

— TODD DOFFLEMYER 
PRESIDENT AND CEO OF

THE CATHCART GROUP

Police: Man Smuggled 
70 Pounds Of Drugs

SNP Seeks Applicants For Youth Program
By JONATHON SHACAT
Daily News-Record

HARRISONBURG — Shenan-
doah National Park is seeking
applications for a program that
helps youth understand and ap-
preciate the park’s natural and
cultural heritage.

This year’s eight-week sum-
mer Youth Conservation Corps
will be held June 23 through

Aug. 15. The pro-
gram provides gain-
ful employment and
an educational expe-
rience in an outdoor
atmosphere.

“YCC enrollees
work to maintain park trails,
roads, buildings and camp-
grounds while learning about
the Shenandoah National
Park,” according to a press re-

lease from the park.
Applicants for

YCC crew member
positions must be
between the ages of
16 and 18 during
the employment pe-

riod. Enrollees work 40 hours
per week and earn minimum
wage.

More information is avail-
able at www.nps.gov/shen/park-

mgmt/ycc.htm.
Applications must be post-

marked by April 15 to be eligi-
ble. Mail completed applications
to Volunteer and Youth Pro-
grams Coordinator, Shenan-
doah National Park, 3655 U.S.
Highway 211 East, Luray, VA
22835.

Contact Jonathon Shacat at 574-
6286 or jshacat@dnronline.com

on the
WEB

For More Info:
www.nps.gov/shen/
parkmgmt/ycc.htm

VALLEY DIGGING OUT

Richard A.
Claybrook Sr.

Richard Allen Claybr ook
Sr., (Rip), 87, passed away
on Monday, March 3, 2014,
at Sentara RMH Medical Cen-
ter in Har risonburg following
a period of declining health.

He was bor n on July 16,
1926, in Danville, V a., and
was the son of the late the
Rev. Fred Claybrook and He-
len Claybrook.

Rip was raised in
Culpeper, Va., and in Cum-
berland and Baltimor e, Md.
During World War II, he
ser ved in the U.S. Ar my Air
Corps in the South Pacific.

His grandfa-
ther, the Rev .
Frederick
William Clay-
brook of Kil-

marnock, Va., ser ved as a
lieutenant with the VMI Corps
of Cadets in the Battle of
New Market.

He attended the University
of Richmond under the GI
Bill, graduating with a Bache-
lor of Science in Business Ad-
ministration in 1950, and a
master’s in education fr om
the University of Vir ginia in
1955.  

Rip was an educator and
taught in Henrico County , and
was principal of public ele-
mentary schools in Colonial
Beach, Petersburg, Chester-
field County and Fair fax
County. He was a volunteer
firefighter in Colonial Beach.
He was director of Camp Bak-
er for childr en with intellectu-
al disabilities in Chester field
County during several sum-
mers in the early 1960s. He
ser ved as pr esident of the
Department of Elementar y
School Principals, Fair fax Ed-
ucation Association fr om
1975 to 1976. He ser ved as
president of Colonial Beach
Lions Club, Richmond Cos-
mopolitan Club, Annandale
Lions Club and Ravenswor th
Farm Civic Association in Fair-
fax County. 

Following his r etirement,
he moved to Har risonburg in
1983 and worked par t time
at James Madison University .
He was a member of Asbur y
United Methodist Chur ch,
where he was an usher and
lay visitor fr om 1983 to
1995. He was a for mer mem-
ber and director of Bridgewa-
ter Ruritan Club and for mer
member of Har risonburg Re-
publican Committee.

Rip was a loyal fan of EMU
basketball and JMU, T urks
and Clover Hill baseball.

On Dec. 22, 1950, in Ash-
land, Va., he mar ried the for-
mer Elizabeth “Libby” Mc-
Neal, who sur vives.   

He is also sur vived by a
son, Richard Allen Claybr ook
Jr. of Rockingham County ,
Va.; a daughter , Helen Clay-
brook Loman and husband,
Douglas, of Shenandoah
County, Va.; two grandchil-
dren, Tim Loman of Henr y
County, Va., and Paul Loman
of New York City; and numer-
ous nieces, nephews and
cousins.  He was pr eceded in
death by one br other and
three sisters. 

The family will r eceive
friends from 7 to 8 p.m. Fri-
day evening, Mar ch 7, at
Lindsey Funeral Home in Har-
risonburg. A memorial ser-
vice will be held 11 a.m. Sat-
urday, March 8, 2014, at As-
bury United Methodist
Church. Burial will be private
at Solomon Lutheran Chur ch
Cemeter y.

In lieu of flowers, contribu-
tions may be made to Cata-
lyst for Ministr y Campaign,
Asbur y United Methodist
Church, 205 S. Main St., Har-
risonburg, VA 22801, or
Solomon Lutheran Chur ch
Cemeter y Fund, c/o Grayson
Getz, 6281 Senedo Road,
Quicksburg, VA 22847.

Lindsey Funeral Home in
Harrisonburg is handling
arrangements and online
condolences may be sent to
the family by visiting w ww.lind-
seyharrisonburg.com.
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Death Notices

Obituaries
Clifford E.
Thompson

Clif ford Edward “Kick”
Thompson, 67, of Bridgewa-
ter, passed away Monday ,
March 3, 2014, at the Uni-
versity of Vir ginia Medical
Center in Charlottesville.

Clif ford was bor n in Rock-
bridge, Va., on July 27, 1946,
and was a son of the late
Irene (Siron) and James
Lewis Thompson.

He retired from Wilbur
Pence Middle School in
2005.

He was the husband of
Linda (Boyers) Thompson.

Clif ford is sur vived by a
daughter, Tammy Boyers and
fiancé, Tim Conard, of Bridge-
water; a son, W . Scott
Thompson and wife, Donna,
of Staunton; a special
nephew, Cameron Boyers,
who lives in the family home;
two brothers, Graham Pete
and wife, Nancy , of Staunton
and Buck Thompson of
Mount Solon. He is also sur-
vived by a granddaughter ,
Shandi Guerrant; a gr eat-
grandson, Jeremiah Thomp-
son; and a number of nieces
and nephews.

In addition to his par ents,
he is pr eceded in death by
four sisters, Ollie T aylor, Eliza-
beth Dudley, Carrie Aerys and
Nettie Thompson, and four
brothers, Bruce, Jim, Joe,
and Hull Thompson.

The family will r eceive
friends from 6 until 8 p.m. Fri-
day, March 7, 2014, at John-
son Funeral Service in Bridge-
water.

A funeral ser vice will be
conducted 11 a.m. Satur day,
March 8, 2014, at Johnson
Funeral Ser vice Chapel in
Bridgewater. Burial will follow
at Rest Haven Memorial Gar-
dens in Harrisonburg.

Memorial contributions
may be sent to the American
Cancer Society, 420 Nef f
Ave., Suite 210, Har rison-
burg, VA 22801.

Online condolences may
be sent to the family at
www.johnsonfs.com.

William ‘Bill’ 
R. Dennett

William “Bill” Richar d Den-
nett, 65, of 2166 Autumn
Lane, Harrisonburg, Va., went
to be with his
Lord and
Savior Jesus
Christ after a
courageous
battle with
stage IV lung
cancer on
March 3,
2014. He
was a r esi-
dent at Oak Lea Nursing
Home for the past 17 days.

Bill was born July 5, 1948,
at RMH in Har risonburg, and
was a son of the late Charles
and Faith Lam Dennett.

He grew up in McGa-
heysville, Va., and graduated
from Montevideo High School
in June 1966. He ser ved in

the U.S. Navy
for two years
from 1968 to
1970. He
worked at

Merck and Co. in Elkton, V a.,
for 29 years and r etired in
2008. Bill enjoyed fishing
with his good friend, Bobby
Walton, of McGaheysville.

He was a member of
Open Door Gospel Chur ch.
One of his gr eatest joys after
retirement was getting to at-
tend church regularly.

On July 25, 1970, he mar-
ried Gloria Long Dennett, who
survives.  Also sur viving are
a son, Billy; two br others,
Donald Dennett of Elkton and
Wayne Dennett of Roanoke,
Va., and numer ous nieces
and nephews.

The funeral will be held at
2 p.m. Thursday , March 6,
2014, at the Kyger Funeral
Home Chapel in Har risonburg
with Pastor Cur tis Hensley of-
ficiating. Burial will follow at
Eastlawn Memorial Gar dens.

The family will r eceive
friends from 6 to 8 p.m.
Wednesday at the funeral
home.

Memorial contributions
may be made to the Open
Door Gospel Chur ch, 940
Chicago Ave., Harrisonburg,
VA 22802.

Online condolences may
be sent to the Dennett family
by visiting www.kygers.com.

Raleigh A.
Pirkey Jr.

Raleigh Anderson Pirkey
Jr., 86, of Har risonburg,
passed away Monday, March
3, 2014, at
Journey’s
Crossing in
Elkton.
Raleigh was
born in Penn
Laird on
Sept. 1,
1927, and
was the son
of the late
Raleigh Anderson Sr . and
Barbara Stella Life Pirkey . 

Raleigh was a Navy veter-
an during WWII. He went on
to work as a tr uck driver for
Southern States for over 30

years and
later retired
in 1984.
Raleigh en-
joyed being a

member of the T enth Legion
Mountain Valley Ruritan Club.

His surviving family in-
cludes his daughter , Mary
Etta Davis Boitnott of Har-
risonburg; granddaughter,
Denise Davis Fray of W aynes-
boro, whom he helped raise;
two great-granddaughters,
Cassandra Fray of Colorado
and Claudia Fray of W aynes-
boro; and a daughter-in-law ,
Yvonne Pirkey, of Har rison-
burg. He is also pr eceded in
death by his son, Ross
Pirkey, and two sisters, W an-
da McCray and Thelia
Trobaugh.

A graveside ser vice will be
held at 2 p.m. Friday , March
7, 2014, at Mt. Olivet Ceme-
tery in McGaheysville. Pastor
Dan Bassett and Chaplain
Dennis Taylor will of ficiate. 

Condolences are welcome
at www.kygers.com. 

Dennett

Pirkey

Nancy A.
Rickard

Nancy Ann Rickar d, 79,
of Rileyville, died Sunday ,
March 2, 2014.

Pastor Sam Millen will
conduct the funeral 11
a.m. Friday, March 7,
2014, at the Luray Sev-
enth-day Adventist Chur ch,
where visitation will be
from 6 to 8 p.m. Thursday ,
March 6. Burial will be at
Mount View Cemeter y in Ri-
leyville.

Memorial contributions
may be made to Blue Ridge
Hospice, 333 W . Cork St.,
4th Floor, Winchester, VA
22601, or the Luray Sev-
enth-day Adventist Chur ch.

Arrangements are by
Bradley Funeral Home in
Luray. 

Utah Lake
Orebaugh 

Utah Lake Or ebaugh, 85,
a resident of Har risonburg,
passed away Mar ch 3,
2014, at
Avante Nurs-
ing Home.

Mr. Ore-
baugh was
born May 5,
1928, in
Harrison-
burg, Va.,
and was a
son of the
late Walter and Roxie Whit-
more Orebaugh.

He ser ved in the Navy
during World
War II and
was sta-
tioned at
Great Lakes,

Ill. He was employed by
DuPont for 36 years. He
loved traveling, camping and
watching NASCAR. He was a
member of the First Chur ch
of the Br ethren in Har rison-
burg.

In 1956, he mar ried Nao-
mi F. Orebaugh, who sur-
vives.

Also surviving are a step-
son, William “Sonny” Smiley
and wife, Susie, of Har rison-
burg; a brother, Warren Ore-
baugh of Chesapeake; a
stepgranddaughter , Shelia
Lam and husband, Cor ey;
three stepgreat-grandchil-
dren, Preston Lam and wife,
Emilee, Dakota Lam and
Sierra Lam; and numer ous
nieces and nephews.

Mr. Orebaugh was pr e-
ceded in death by thr ee sis-
ters, Willanna Kramer, Erma
Wilfong and Eva Huf fman.

The Rev. Beth Jar rett and
the Rev. Dr. J.D. Glick will
conduct a funeral ser vice at
McMullen Funeral Home
Chapel on Friday , March 7,
2014, at 2 p.m. Burial will
follow at Eastlawn Memorial
Gardens with militar y rites
by the American Legion VFW
Post 27.

The family will r eceive
friends Thursday at the fu-
neral home from 6 p.m. until
8 p.m.

Online condolences may
be made to the family at
www.mcmullenfh.com .

John T. Spitzer
John Thomas Spitzer , 76,

of Harrisonburg, passed
away Monday, March 3,
2014, at his son’s home in
Warrenton, Va., with family at
his side.  

He is sur vived by two
sons, T. DeWayne Spitzer and
wife, Lisa, of W arrenton, and
Allen L. Spitzer of Har rison-
burg; two grandchildr en,
Matthew and Anna Spitzer;
and one niece, Debra Spitzer
of Georgia.  

The family will r eceive
friends between 1 to 2 p.m.
on Thursday, March 6, 2014,
at Lindsey Funeral Home in
Harrisonburg. A funeral ser-
vice will follow at 2 p.m. Bur-
ial will be in Cooks Cr eek
Presbyterian Church Ceme-
tery.

Orebaugh

Shirley L. Bailey
Shirley Louise Bailey ,

widow of Donald M. Bailey ,
died Feb. 23, 2014, at
Avante Nursing Home in
Harrisonburg, Va., of natural
causes. She is sur vived by
her son, Richar d Bailey, and
her daughter, Alice Bailey-
Sanchez.

A memorial ser vice will be
held to honor her life at As-
bury United Methodist
Church, 205 S. Main St., Har-
risonburg, Saturday, March
29, at 2 p.m. All are welcome.

VALLEY
B R I E F S

Rain, Snow Dampen Rocks Mountain Fire
Before the flames reached containment lines,

rain, sleet and snow fell on the Rocks Mountain
Fire in the Shenandoah National Park late Sunday
and much of Monday, ac-
cording to a statement
from park officials Tues-
day.

Fire managers will con-
tinue to monitor the fire that had grown to 450
acres in the park’s South District, and firefighters
will patrol the area for hot spots when the snow
melts, according to the statement.

“The goal remains to keep the fire inside the
park and, thanks to the firefighters’ hard work and
the precipitation, we’re confident we can do that,”
Jim Northup, Shenandoah National Park superin-
tendent, said in the statement.

The cause of the fire, which was reported to the
park shortly after 10 p.m. Friday, remains under in-
vestigation. The area that burned before the arrival
of this week’s snowstorm storm is just northeast of
Crimora.

Previous estimates of the size of the fire were
low, according to SNP officials.

The following trails remain closed: Riprap, Wild-
cat Ridge, Rocks Mountain and Paine Run. 

— Staff Reports

6th Annual Brent Berry Spring Food 
Drive To Benefit The Salvation Army 

HARRISONBURG — Proceeds from the sixth an-
nual Brent Berry Spring Food Drive, set to begin
Friday, are destined for the local Salvation Army’s
food pantry. 

The food drive will be held at Red Front Super-
market, 677 Chicago Ave., Harrisonburg, through
March 16. 

“Brent Berry’s food drive is coming at the right
moment as the shelves of our food pantry are near-
ly empty,” said Capt. Duane Burleigh of The Har-
risonburg Salvation Army in a press release. “We
are seeing more families coming to our doors due to
the recent cuts to the food stamp program.”

Burleigh also stated that this winter’s cold
weather has been especially hard on many low-in-
come families in the area.

“Some … have had to make a choice between
paying their heating bill and putting food on their
table for their children,” he stated in the release.

The Harrisonburg Salvation Army also is partic-
ipating in the Feinstein Foundation’s annual $1
Million Giveaway to Fight Hunger. 

Alan Shawn Feinstein and the Feinstein Foun-
dation in Boston are dividing $1 million nationwide
among nonprofit organizations engaged in fighting
hunger. 

Starting this month and continuing through
April 30, the foundation is helping to match cash
donations given to the Salvation Army of Harrison-
burg’s food pantry program and its hot meal pro-
gram at the shelter, as well as food items received
during the period.

Each month, the area Salvation Army provides
320 to 340 families with bags of groceries. In addi-
tion to groceries, the nonprofit helps feed up to 80
people each day at its shelter, according to the Sal-
vation Army.

— Staff Reports

Shirley L. Bailey
Shirley Louise Bailey

died Sunday, Feb. 23,
2014, at Avante Nursing
Home in Harrisonburg.

Arrangements are by
Kyger Funeral Home.

Mary F. Guyton
Mary Frances Kisamore

Guyton, 62, of Petersburg,
W.Va., died Monday, March
3, 2014, at Winchester
Medical Center.

Arrangements are by
Basagic Funeral Home in
Petersburg, W.Va. 

Bonnie M. Judy
Bonnie Mae Judy, 82, of

Upper Tract, W.Va., died
Monday, March 3, 2014, at
Pendleton Manor in
Franklin.

Arrangements are by
Kimble Funeral Home in
Franklin, W.Va.

Nancy A. Rickard
Nancy Ann Rickard, 79,

of Rileyville, died Sunday,
March 2, 2014.

Bradley Funeral Home
in Luray is handling
arrangements.

Averil Sions
Averil Lillian Sions, 85,

of Moorefield, W.Va., died
Sunday, March 2, 2014, at
Willow Estates in Penn
Laird.

Arrangements are by
Fraley Funeral Home in
Moorefield, W.Va.

John J. Welch Jr.
John Joseph Welch Jr.,

81, of Franklin, W.Va.,
and formerly of Jack-
sonville, Fla., died Mon-
day, March 3, 2014, at his
residence.

Arrangements are by
Basagic Funeral Home in
Franklin, W.Va.

Paul L. Whitesel
Paul Leonard Whitesel,

47, of Harrisonburg, died
Thursday, Feb. 27, 2014, at
Sentara RMH Medical
Center in Harrisonburg.

Kyger Funeral Home in
Harrisonburg is handling
arrangements.

Clara M. Woodward
Clara Mae Woodward,

88, of Shenandoah, died
Tuesday, March 4, 2014, at
Harrisonburg Health and
Rehabilitation Center.

Lindsey-Kyger Funeral
Home in Shenandoah is
handling arrangements.

Obituary Policy
The Daily News-

Record publishes death
notices at no charge.
Obituaries may be
published as paid no-
tices. For information
on submission guide-
lines and cost, please
call Mary Martin at
574-6268.

“There’s no informa-
tion that he was aware
that drugs were in the
truck,” Love said.

Police say the drugs
have a street value of
more than a half-million
dollars, making the
seizure among the largest
in Rockingham County
history.

During the hearing,
Opp asked the judge to
hold the defendant with-
out bond citing his ties to
Mexico, where he has
family.

She also doubted the
defense’s theory that the

defendant didn’t know
drugs were in the truck,
saying that drivers check
their vehicles before
heading out.

“It’s something a truck
driver would routinely
check, especially before a
long trip like this one,”
Opp said.

Covarrubaiz, who is
being held at Rocking-
ham County Jail, is
scheduled to appear for a
preliminary hearing in
Rockingham County
General District Court on
March 20.

Contact Pete DeLea at 574-
6278 or pdelea@dnr online.com

Seizure Among Largest
Cartel FROM PAGE A3

mixed-use development
with residential and com-
mercial space. It will be bi-
sected by the southeast
connector, most of which
should be complete by the
end of the year.

In addition to the 168
residential units, The Re-
serve’s first phase will in-
clude a 7,000-square-foot
clubhouse with space for
social gatherings, a profes-
sional chef’s kitchen, a 24-
hour business and fitness
center, and a wide-screen
movie theater.

There will also be a
swimming pool, spa, out-
door fire pit and dog park.

Sherri Becker, spokes-
woman for the Cathcart
Group, said construction
on the residential units
and clubhouse should be
completed late this fall.

Eventually, The Re-
serve will include a 27-

acre “village center” with a
“large grocery anchor or
regional attraction with
Main Street shops, restau-
rant[s], hotels, pharmacies
and service amenities —
all surrounded by attrac-
tive green spaces and wa-
ter features,” the release
says. 

Last summer, Cathcart
finished a similar project
in Charlottesville called
The Reserve at Belvedere,
which company officials
say has been well received.

“Unlike other apart-
ment communities with
standard amenities, our
amenity package is unpar-
alleled,” Rip Cathcart,
chairman of the company,
said in the release. “With
our residents in mind, we
offer a vast number of
modern living and commu-
nity amenities.”

Contact Jeremy Hunt at 574-
6273 or jhunt@dnronline.com

Fitness Center Planned
Complex        FROM PAGE A3

SHENANDOAH 
NATIONAL PARK

Richard A.
Claybrook Sr.

Richard Allen Claybr ook
Sr., (Rip), 87, passed away
on Monday, March 3, 2014,
at Sentara RMH Medical Cen-
ter in Har risonburg following
a period of declining health.

He was bor n on July 16,
1926, in Danville, V a., and
was the son of the late the
Rev. Fred Claybrook and He-
len Claybrook.

Rip was raised in
Culpeper, Va., and in Cum-
berland and Baltimor e, Md.
During World War II, he
ser ved in the U.S. Ar my Air
Corps in the South Pacific.

His grandfa-
ther, the Rev .
Frederick
William Clay-
brook of Kil-

marnock, Va., ser ved as a
lieutenant with the VMI Corps
of Cadets in the Battle of
New Market.

He attended the University
of Richmond under the GI
Bill, graduating with a Bache-
lor of Science in Business Ad-
ministration in 1950, and a
master’s in education fr om
the University of Vir ginia in
1955.  

Rip was an educator and
taught in Henrico County , and
was principal of public ele-
mentary schools in Colonial
Beach, Petersburg, Chester-
field County and Fair fax
County. He was a volunteer
firefighter in Colonial Beach.
He was director of Camp Bak-
er for childr en with intellectu-
al disabilities in Chester field
County during several sum-
mers in the early 1960s. He
ser ved as pr esident of the
Department of Elementar y
School Principals, Fair fax Ed-
ucation Association fr om
1975 to 1976. He ser ved as
president of Colonial Beach
Lions Club, Richmond Cos-
mopolitan Club, Annandale
Lions Club and Ravenswor th
Farm Civic Association in Fair-
fax County. 

Following his r etirement,
he moved to Har risonburg in
1983 and worked par t time
at James Madison University .
He was a member of Asbur y
United Methodist Chur ch,
where he was an usher and
lay visitor fr om 1983 to
1995. He was a for mer mem-
ber and director of Bridgewa-
ter Ruritan Club and for mer
member of Har risonburg Re-
publican Committee.

Rip was a loyal fan of EMU
basketball and JMU, T urks
and Clover Hill baseball.

On Dec. 22, 1950, in Ash-
land, Va., he mar ried the for-
mer Elizabeth “Libby” Mc-
Neal, who sur vives.   

He is also sur vived by a
son, Richard Allen Claybr ook
Jr. of Rockingham County ,
Va.; a daughter , Helen Clay-
brook Loman and husband,
Douglas, of Shenandoah
County, Va.; two grandchil-
dren, Tim Loman of Henr y
County, Va., and Paul Loman
of New York City; and numer-
ous nieces, nephews and
cousins.  He was pr eceded in
death by one br other and
three sisters. 

The family will r eceive
friends from 7 to 8 p.m. Fri-
day evening, Mar ch 7, at
Lindsey Funeral Home in Har-
risonburg. A memorial ser-
vice will be held 11 a.m. Sat-
urday, March 8, 2014, at As-
bury United Methodist
Church. Burial will be private
at Solomon Lutheran Chur ch
Cemeter y.

In lieu of flowers, contribu-
tions may be made to Cata-
lyst for Ministr y Campaign,
Asbur y United Methodist
Church, 205 S. Main St., Har-
risonburg, VA 22801, or
Solomon Lutheran Chur ch
Cemeter y Fund, c/o Grayson
Getz, 6281 Senedo Road,
Quicksburg, VA 22847.

Lindsey Funeral Home in
Harrisonburg is handling
arrangements and online
condolences may be sent to
the family by visiting w ww.lind-
seyharrisonburg.com.
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Death Notices

Obituaries
Clifford E.
Thompson

Clif ford Edward “Kick”
Thompson, 67, of Bridgewa-
ter, passed away Monday ,
March 3, 2014, at the Uni-
versity of Vir ginia Medical
Center in Charlottesville.

Clif ford was bor n in Rock-
bridge, Va., on July 27, 1946,
and was a son of the late
Irene (Siron) and James
Lewis Thompson.

He retired from Wilbur
Pence Middle School in
2005.

He was the husband of
Linda (Boyers) Thompson.

Clif ford is sur vived by a
daughter, Tammy Boyers and
fiancé, Tim Conard, of Bridge-
water; a son, W . Scott
Thompson and wife, Donna,
of Staunton; a special
nephew, Cameron Boyers,
who lives in the family home;
two brothers, Graham Pete
and wife, Nancy , of Staunton
and Buck Thompson of
Mount Solon. He is also sur-
vived by a granddaughter ,
Shandi Guerrant; a gr eat-
grandson, Jeremiah Thomp-
son; and a number of nieces
and nephews.

In addition to his par ents,
he is pr eceded in death by
four sisters, Ollie T aylor, Eliza-
beth Dudley, Carrie Aerys and
Nettie Thompson, and four
brothers, Bruce, Jim, Joe,
and Hull Thompson.

The family will r eceive
friends from 6 until 8 p.m. Fri-
day, March 7, 2014, at John-
son Funeral Service in Bridge-
water.

A funeral ser vice will be
conducted 11 a.m. Satur day,
March 8, 2014, at Johnson
Funeral Ser vice Chapel in
Bridgewater. Burial will follow
at Rest Haven Memorial Gar-
dens in Harrisonburg.

Memorial contributions
may be sent to the American
Cancer Society, 420 Nef f
Ave., Suite 210, Har rison-
burg, VA 22801.

Online condolences may
be sent to the family at
www.johnsonfs.com.

William ‘Bill’ 
R. Dennett

William “Bill” Richar d Den-
nett, 65, of 2166 Autumn
Lane, Harrisonburg, Va., went
to be with his
Lord and
Savior Jesus
Christ after a
courageous
battle with
stage IV lung
cancer on
March 3,
2014. He
was a r esi-
dent at Oak Lea Nursing
Home for the past 17 days.

Bill was born July 5, 1948,
at RMH in Har risonburg, and
was a son of the late Charles
and Faith Lam Dennett.

He grew up in McGa-
heysville, Va., and graduated
from Montevideo High School
in June 1966. He ser ved in

the U.S. Navy
for two years
from 1968 to
1970. He
worked at

Merck and Co. in Elkton, V a.,
for 29 years and r etired in
2008. Bill enjoyed fishing
with his good friend, Bobby
Walton, of McGaheysville.

He was a member of
Open Door Gospel Chur ch.
One of his gr eatest joys after
retirement was getting to at-
tend church regularly.

On July 25, 1970, he mar-
ried Gloria Long Dennett, who
survives.  Also sur viving are
a son, Billy; two br others,
Donald Dennett of Elkton and
Wayne Dennett of Roanoke,
Va., and numer ous nieces
and nephews.

The funeral will be held at
2 p.m. Thursday , March 6,
2014, at the Kyger Funeral
Home Chapel in Har risonburg
with Pastor Cur tis Hensley of-
ficiating. Burial will follow at
Eastlawn Memorial Gar dens.

The family will r eceive
friends from 6 to 8 p.m.
Wednesday at the funeral
home.

Memorial contributions
may be made to the Open
Door Gospel Chur ch, 940
Chicago Ave., Harrisonburg,
VA 22802.

Online condolences may
be sent to the Dennett family
by visiting www.kygers.com.

Raleigh A.
Pirkey Jr.

Raleigh Anderson Pirkey
Jr., 86, of Har risonburg,
passed away Monday, March
3, 2014, at
Journey’s
Crossing in
Elkton.
Raleigh was
born in Penn
Laird on
Sept. 1,
1927, and
was the son
of the late
Raleigh Anderson Sr . and
Barbara Stella Life Pirkey . 

Raleigh was a Navy veter-
an during WWII. He went on
to work as a tr uck driver for
Southern States for over 30

years and
later retired
in 1984.
Raleigh en-
joyed being a

member of the T enth Legion
Mountain Valley Ruritan Club.

His surviving family in-
cludes his daughter , Mary
Etta Davis Boitnott of Har-
risonburg; granddaughter,
Denise Davis Fray of W aynes-
boro, whom he helped raise;
two great-granddaughters,
Cassandra Fray of Colorado
and Claudia Fray of W aynes-
boro; and a daughter-in-law ,
Yvonne Pirkey, of Har rison-
burg. He is also pr eceded in
death by his son, Ross
Pirkey, and two sisters, W an-
da McCray and Thelia
Trobaugh.

A graveside ser vice will be
held at 2 p.m. Friday , March
7, 2014, at Mt. Olivet Ceme-
tery in McGaheysville. Pastor
Dan Bassett and Chaplain
Dennis Taylor will of ficiate. 

Condolences are welcome
at www.kygers.com. 

Dennett

Pirkey

Nancy A.
Rickard

Nancy Ann Rickar d, 79,
of Rileyville, died Sunday ,
March 2, 2014.

Pastor Sam Millen will
conduct the funeral 11
a.m. Friday, March 7,
2014, at the Luray Sev-
enth-day Adventist Chur ch,
where visitation will be
from 6 to 8 p.m. Thursday ,
March 6. Burial will be at
Mount View Cemeter y in Ri-
leyville.

Memorial contributions
may be made to Blue Ridge
Hospice, 333 W . Cork St.,
4th Floor, Winchester, VA
22601, or the Luray Sev-
enth-day Adventist Chur ch.

Arrangements are by
Bradley Funeral Home in
Luray. 

Utah Lake
Orebaugh 

Utah Lake Or ebaugh, 85,
a resident of Har risonburg,
passed away Mar ch 3,
2014, at
Avante Nurs-
ing Home.

Mr. Ore-
baugh was
born May 5,
1928, in
Harrison-
burg, Va.,
and was a
son of the
late Walter and Roxie Whit-
more Orebaugh.

He ser ved in the Navy
during World
War II and
was sta-
tioned at
Great Lakes,

Ill. He was employed by
DuPont for 36 years. He
loved traveling, camping and
watching NASCAR. He was a
member of the First Chur ch
of the Br ethren in Har rison-
burg.

In 1956, he mar ried Nao-
mi F. Orebaugh, who sur-
vives.

Also surviving are a step-
son, William “Sonny” Smiley
and wife, Susie, of Har rison-
burg; a brother, Warren Ore-
baugh of Chesapeake; a
stepgranddaughter , Shelia
Lam and husband, Cor ey;
three stepgreat-grandchil-
dren, Preston Lam and wife,
Emilee, Dakota Lam and
Sierra Lam; and numer ous
nieces and nephews.

Mr. Orebaugh was pr e-
ceded in death by thr ee sis-
ters, Willanna Kramer, Erma
Wilfong and Eva Huf fman.

The Rev. Beth Jar rett and
the Rev. Dr. J.D. Glick will
conduct a funeral ser vice at
McMullen Funeral Home
Chapel on Friday , March 7,
2014, at 2 p.m. Burial will
follow at Eastlawn Memorial
Gardens with militar y rites
by the American Legion VFW
Post 27.

The family will r eceive
friends Thursday at the fu-
neral home from 6 p.m. until
8 p.m.

Online condolences may
be made to the family at
www.mcmullenfh.com .

John T. Spitzer
John Thomas Spitzer , 76,

of Harrisonburg, passed
away Monday, March 3,
2014, at his son’s home in
Warrenton, Va., with family at
his side.  

He is sur vived by two
sons, T. DeWayne Spitzer and
wife, Lisa, of W arrenton, and
Allen L. Spitzer of Har rison-
burg; two grandchildr en,
Matthew and Anna Spitzer;
and one niece, Debra Spitzer
of Georgia.  

The family will r eceive
friends between 1 to 2 p.m.
on Thursday, March 6, 2014,
at Lindsey Funeral Home in
Harrisonburg. A funeral ser-
vice will follow at 2 p.m. Bur-
ial will be in Cooks Cr eek
Presbyterian Church Ceme-
tery.

Orebaugh

Shirley L. Bailey
Shirley Louise Bailey ,

widow of Donald M. Bailey ,
died Feb. 23, 2014, at
Avante Nursing Home in
Harrisonburg, Va., of natural
causes. She is sur vived by
her son, Richar d Bailey, and
her daughter, Alice Bailey-
Sanchez.

A memorial ser vice will be
held to honor her life at As-
bury United Methodist
Church, 205 S. Main St., Har-
risonburg, Saturday, March
29, at 2 p.m. All are welcome.

VALLEY
B R I E F S

Rain, Snow Dampen Rocks Mountain Fire
Before the flames reached containment lines,

rain, sleet and snow fell on the Rocks Mountain
Fire in the Shenandoah National Park late Sunday
and much of Monday, ac-
cording to a statement
from park officials Tues-
day.

Fire managers will con-
tinue to monitor the fire that had grown to 450
acres in the park’s South District, and firefighters
will patrol the area for hot spots when the snow
melts, according to the statement.

“The goal remains to keep the fire inside the
park and, thanks to the firefighters’ hard work and
the precipitation, we’re confident we can do that,”
Jim Northup, Shenandoah National Park superin-
tendent, said in the statement.

The cause of the fire, which was reported to the
park shortly after 10 p.m. Friday, remains under in-
vestigation. The area that burned before the arrival
of this week’s snowstorm storm is just northeast of
Crimora.

Previous estimates of the size of the fire were
low, according to SNP officials.

The following trails remain closed: Riprap, Wild-
cat Ridge, Rocks Mountain and Paine Run. 

— Staff Reports

6th Annual Brent Berry Spring Food 
Drive To Benefit The Salvation Army 

HARRISONBURG — Proceeds from the sixth an-
nual Brent Berry Spring Food Drive, set to begin
Friday, are destined for the local Salvation Army’s
food pantry. 

The food drive will be held at Red Front Super-
market, 677 Chicago Ave., Harrisonburg, through
March 16. 

“Brent Berry’s food drive is coming at the right
moment as the shelves of our food pantry are near-
ly empty,” said Capt. Duane Burleigh of The Har-
risonburg Salvation Army in a press release. “We
are seeing more families coming to our doors due to
the recent cuts to the food stamp program.”

Burleigh also stated that this winter’s cold
weather has been especially hard on many low-in-
come families in the area.

“Some … have had to make a choice between
paying their heating bill and putting food on their
table for their children,” he stated in the release.

The Harrisonburg Salvation Army also is partic-
ipating in the Feinstein Foundation’s annual $1
Million Giveaway to Fight Hunger. 

Alan Shawn Feinstein and the Feinstein Foun-
dation in Boston are dividing $1 million nationwide
among nonprofit organizations engaged in fighting
hunger. 

Starting this month and continuing through
April 30, the foundation is helping to match cash
donations given to the Salvation Army of Harrison-
burg’s food pantry program and its hot meal pro-
gram at the shelter, as well as food items received
during the period.

Each month, the area Salvation Army provides
320 to 340 families with bags of groceries. In addi-
tion to groceries, the nonprofit helps feed up to 80
people each day at its shelter, according to the Sal-
vation Army.

— Staff Reports

Shirley L. Bailey
Shirley Louise Bailey

died Sunday, Feb. 23,
2014, at Avante Nursing
Home in Harrisonburg.

Arrangements are by
Kyger Funeral Home.

Mary F. Guyton
Mary Frances Kisamore

Guyton, 62, of Petersburg,
W.Va., died Monday, March
3, 2014, at Winchester
Medical Center.

Arrangements are by
Basagic Funeral Home in
Petersburg, W.Va. 

Bonnie M. Judy
Bonnie Mae Judy, 82, of

Upper Tract, W.Va., died
Monday, March 3, 2014, at
Pendleton Manor in
Franklin.

Arrangements are by
Kimble Funeral Home in
Franklin, W.Va.

Nancy A. Rickard
Nancy Ann Rickard, 79,

of Rileyville, died Sunday,
March 2, 2014.

Bradley Funeral Home
in Luray is handling
arrangements.

Averil Sions
Averil Lillian Sions, 85,

of Moorefield, W.Va., died
Sunday, March 2, 2014, at
Willow Estates in Penn
Laird.

Arrangements are by
Fraley Funeral Home in
Moorefield, W.Va.

John J. Welch Jr.
John Joseph Welch Jr.,

81, of Franklin, W.Va.,
and formerly of Jack-
sonville, Fla., died Mon-
day, March 3, 2014, at his
residence.

Arrangements are by
Basagic Funeral Home in
Franklin, W.Va.

Paul L. Whitesel
Paul Leonard Whitesel,

47, of Harrisonburg, died
Thursday, Feb. 27, 2014, at
Sentara RMH Medical
Center in Harrisonburg.

Kyger Funeral Home in
Harrisonburg is handling
arrangements.

Clara M. Woodward
Clara Mae Woodward,

88, of Shenandoah, died
Tuesday, March 4, 2014, at
Harrisonburg Health and
Rehabilitation Center.

Lindsey-Kyger Funeral
Home in Shenandoah is
handling arrangements.

Obituary Policy
The Daily News-

Record publishes death
notices at no charge.
Obituaries may be
published as paid no-
tices. For information
on submission guide-
lines and cost, please
call Mary Martin at
574-6268.

“There’s no informa-
tion that he was aware
that drugs were in the
truck,” Love said.

Police say the drugs
have a street value of
more than a half-million
dollars, making the
seizure among the largest
in Rockingham County
history.

During the hearing,
Opp asked the judge to
hold the defendant with-
out bond citing his ties to
Mexico, where he has
family.

She also doubted the
defense’s theory that the

defendant didn’t know
drugs were in the truck,
saying that drivers check
their vehicles before
heading out.

“It’s something a truck
driver would routinely
check, especially before a
long trip like this one,”
Opp said.

Covarrubaiz, who is
being held at Rocking-
ham County Jail, is
scheduled to appear for a
preliminary hearing in
Rockingham County
General District Court on
March 20.

Contact Pete DeLea at 574-
6278 or pdelea@dnr online.com

Seizure Among Largest
Cartel FROM PAGE A3

mixed-use development
with residential and com-
mercial space. It will be bi-
sected by the southeast
connector, most of which
should be complete by the
end of the year.

In addition to the 168
residential units, The Re-
serve’s first phase will in-
clude a 7,000-square-foot
clubhouse with space for
social gatherings, a profes-
sional chef’s kitchen, a 24-
hour business and fitness
center, and a wide-screen
movie theater.

There will also be a
swimming pool, spa, out-
door fire pit and dog park.

Sherri Becker, spokes-
woman for the Cathcart
Group, said construction
on the residential units
and clubhouse should be
completed late this fall.

Eventually, The Re-
serve will include a 27-

acre “village center” with a
“large grocery anchor or
regional attraction with
Main Street shops, restau-
rant[s], hotels, pharmacies
and service amenities —
all surrounded by attrac-
tive green spaces and wa-
ter features,” the release
says. 

Last summer, Cathcart
finished a similar project
in Charlottesville called
The Reserve at Belvedere,
which company officials
say has been well received.

“Unlike other apart-
ment communities with
standard amenities, our
amenity package is unpar-
alleled,” Rip Cathcart,
chairman of the company,
said in the release. “With
our residents in mind, we
offer a vast number of
modern living and commu-
nity amenities.”

Contact Jeremy Hunt at 574-
6273 or jhunt@dnronline.com

Fitness Center Planned
Complex        FROM PAGE A3

SHENANDOAH 
NATIONAL PARK
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According to the Dale Enterprise Weather Station, a
winter storm that swept over the East Coast dropped
8 inches of snow just outside Harrisonburg. A thaw is

expected this week as temperatures are 
predicted to hover in the 40s. For the full forecast 

see Weather, Page A10.

ABOVE: Sarah Zahora, of Pottstown, Pa., a 21-year-old
junior at James Madison University, shovels snow off

her porch at Copper Beech in Harrisonburg 
on Tuesday. 

RIGHT: A Holstein cow finds a few blades of grass to
eat as the snow melts on Tuesday. 

Knife Links Suspect To Mexican Cartel

By PETE DeLEA
Daily News-Record

HARRISONBURG — A Rock-
ingham County Circuit Court
judge denied bond Tuesday for a
tractor-trailer driver accused of
smuggling more than 70 pounds
of cocaine and heroin.

George Henry Covarrubaiz,
38, whose home addresses are

listed as Tijuana, Mexi-
co, and Compton, Calif.,
is charged with two
felony counts of trans-
porting drugs into Vir-
ginia and two felony
counts of drug manu-
facturing.

Assistant Common-
wealth’s Attorney
Cristabel Opp told Judge
Bruce Albertson that a
knife found in the defendant’s pos-
session had the markings of a
Mexican drug cartel on it.

“These are serious
ties to another country,”
Opp said.

But Covarrubaiz’s
defense attorney, James
Love, told Albertson
that his client has no
criminal record and
wasn’t aware the drugs
were in his truck.

“He’s been a truck
driver for 19 years,”

Love said. “He doesn’t even have
a traffic ticket.”

The defendant was previously

denied bond in Rockingham
County General District Court
and appealed the decision to the
circuit court, where Albertson
also denied bond, citing Covar-
rubaiz’s possible flight risk to
Mexico.

Bad Light Led To Stop
On Feb. 3, a special agent

with the Virginia State Police’s
Criminal Interdiction Unit
stopped Covarrubaiz’s tractor-
trailer along Interstate 81 in
Rockingham County, just south

of New Market. 
Police say the northbound

truck was pulled over around
noon near mile marker 262 be-
cause of a bad light.

During the stop, a police dog
alerted the officer that drugs
were located in the truck. Inside,
police say they found roughly 48
pounds of cocaine and 22 pounds
of heroin. Prosecutors say the
drugs were found in the truck’s
battery compartment.

See CARTEL, Page A4

Covarrubaiz

Valley Health Care Workers Get A Winter Lift 

By CALEB M. SOPTELEAN
Daily News-Record

HARRISONBURG — Ryan
Sodikoff enjoys driving in the
snow and helping people.

That’s why he signed up to be
part of Operation Snowball. 

Sodikoff is one of a dozen or so
volunteers who take employees to
Sentara RMH Medical Center on
snow days. 

“It’s fun. I love doing it,” he
said. “It’s rewarding.”

Sodikoff uses his 2007 Toyota
FJ Cruiser for the operation. The
sport utility vehicle has full-time
four-wheel drive. 

In addition to helping others,
he looks at the volunteer work as
positive public relations for

Steven Toyota, where he works as
general manager. 

On Monday, Sodikoff picked up
two people as part of the opera-
tion. One was Charity Amison, a
patient care technician. 

Amison, who has been work-
ing at the hospital for a year, lives
in a house with her parents at the
end of a long, steep driveway off
Massanetta Springs and Hilltop
roads. 

“Without him I would’ve been
stranded,” she said. 

“She lived on a crazy hill, an ag-
gressive rural area,” Sodikoff said.
“She had to walk out to meet me.” 

It was the first time Amison
had to use Operation Snowball. 

“I’m very grateful. My car
wouldn’t make it,” she said, not-
ing it is not four-wheel drive. 

Sodikoff has been volunteering
with Operation Snowball four
years now. 

“In years past, I had to do
many runs in one day,” he said. 

Volunteers are not obligated to
drive every time they are called. 

On Monday, seven drivers, in-
cluding two hospital employees,
gave a total of 30 rides. 

The hospital is looking for
more drivers for the program,
said Linda Riddle, Sentara
RMH’s nursing coordinator. 

Operation Snowball began in
the 1980s, Riddle said. Originally,
it used Ruritan Club members as
drivers but later expanded to oth-
ers in the community. 

“We’ve used it most winters,”
Riddle said. 

“It’s a great service we do for
patients and our staff,” said De-
bra Thompson, the hospital’s
communications director. 

Contact Caleb Soptelean at 574-6293
or csoptelean@dnr online.com

Transportation Service
Fueled By Volunteers

Caleb M. Soptelean / DN-R

Ryan Sodikof f, general manager of Steven Toyota in Harrisonburg, is one 
of a dozen or so volunteers who participate in Operation Snowball. The 
program gives employees at Sentara RMH Medical Center rides to the 
hospital on snow days. 

Luxury
Complex
Coming

By JEREMY HUNT
Daily News-Record

HARRISONBURG — Construc-
tion recently started on a luxury
apartment complex in Rocking-
ham County.

Work is under way on the first
168 units of The Reserve at Stone
Port, a complex located off Port Re-
public Road just south of the Har-
risonburg city limits.

The Cathcart Group of Char-
lottesville plans to build a total of
396 units in 17 buildings between

Ridgedale
Road and the
extension of
Stone Spring
Road common-
ly known as
the southeast
connector.

The compa-
ny obtained
$13.4 million
in building
permits for the
project last

summer, but construction was de-
layed until funding was secured,
according to a company spokes-
woman.

“With the downturn in ‘for sale’
housing markets and subsequent
drop in homeownership rates, we
see a significant demand in the
market for a luxury rental commu-
nity in Harrisonburg,” Todd Doffle-
myer, president and chief execu-
tive officer of the Cathcart Group,
said in a news release.

The Cathcart Group is seeking
to appeal to “renters-by-choice,” in-
cluding graduate students, young
professionals, professors, doctors
and retirees.

Undergraduate college stu-
dents will not be allowed to rent
apartments at The Reserve.

It will be adjacent to the Stone
Port development near the inter-
section of Port Republic and Stone
Spring roads, just north of Sentara
RMH Medical Center.

Stone Port is a 105-acre 

See COMPLEX, Page A4

C’ville Company Starts
Work On Apartments

“[W]e see a 
significant 

demand in the
market for a 
luxury rental
community in
Harrisonburg.”

— TODD DOFFLEMYER 
PRESIDENT AND CEO OF

THE CATHCART GROUP

Police: Man Smuggled 
70 Pounds Of Drugs

SNP Seeks Applicants For Youth Program
By JONATHON SHACAT
Daily News-Record

HARRISONBURG — Shenan-
doah National Park is seeking
applications for a program that
helps youth understand and ap-
preciate the park’s natural and
cultural heritage.

This year’s eight-week sum-
mer Youth Conservation Corps
will be held June 23 through

Aug. 15. The pro-
gram provides gain-
ful employment and
an educational expe-
rience in an outdoor
atmosphere.

“YCC enrollees
work to maintain park trails,
roads, buildings and camp-
grounds while learning about
the Shenandoah National
Park,” according to a press re-

lease from the park.
Applicants for

YCC crew member
positions must be
between the ages of
16 and 18 during
the employment pe-

riod. Enrollees work 40 hours
per week and earn minimum
wage.

More information is avail-
able at www.nps.gov/shen/park-

mgmt/ycc.htm.
Applications must be post-

marked by April 15 to be eligi-
ble. Mail completed applications
to Volunteer and Youth Pro-
grams Coordinator, Shenan-
doah National Park, 3655 U.S.
Highway 211 East, Luray, VA
22835.

Contact Jonathon Shacat at 574-
6286 or jshacat@dnr online.com

on the
WEB

For More Info:
www.nps.gov/shen/
parkmgmt/ycc.htm
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According to the Dale Enterprise Weather Station, a
winter storm that swept over the East Coast dropped
8 inches of snow just outside Harrisonburg. A thaw is

expected this week as temperatures are 
predicted to hover in the 40s. For the full forecast 

see Weather, Page A10.

ABOVE: Sarah Zahora, of Pottstown, Pa., a 21-year-old
junior at James Madison University, shovels snow off

her porch at Copper Beech in Harrisonburg 
on Tuesday. 

RIGHT: A Holstein cow finds a few blades of grass to
eat as the snow melts on Tuesday. 

Knife Links Suspect To Mexican Cartel

By PETE DeLEA
Daily News-Record

HARRISONBURG — A Rock-
ingham County Circuit Court
judge denied bond Tuesday for a
tractor-trailer driver accused of
smuggling more than 70 pounds
of cocaine and heroin.

George Henry Covarrubaiz,
38, whose home addresses are

listed as Tijuana, Mexi-
co, and Compton, Calif.,
is charged with two
felony counts of trans-
porting drugs into Vir-
ginia and two felony
counts of drug manu-
facturing.

Assistant Common-
wealth’s Attorney
Cristabel Opp told Judge
Bruce Albertson that a
knife found in the defendant’s pos-
session had the markings of a
Mexican drug cartel on it.

“These are serious
ties to another country,”
Opp said.

But Covarrubaiz’s
defense attorney, James
Love, told Albertson
that his client has no
criminal record and
wasn’t aware the drugs
were in his truck.

“He’s been a truck
driver for 19 years,”

Love said. “He doesn’t even have
a traffic ticket.”

The defendant was previously

denied bond in Rockingham
County General District Court
and appealed the decision to the
circuit court, where Albertson
also denied bond, citing Covar-
rubaiz’s possible flight risk to
Mexico.

Bad Light Led To Stop
On Feb. 3, a special agent

with the Virginia State Police’s
Criminal Interdiction Unit
stopped Covarrubaiz’s tractor-
trailer along Interstate 81 in
Rockingham County, just south

of New Market. 
Police say the northbound

truck was pulled over around
noon near mile marker 262 be-
cause of a bad light.

During the stop, a police dog
alerted the officer that drugs
were located in the truck. Inside,
police say they found roughly 48
pounds of cocaine and 22 pounds
of heroin. Prosecutors say the
drugs were found in the truck’s
battery compartment.

See CARTEL, Page A4

Covarrubaiz

Valley Health Care Workers Get A Winter Lift 

By CALEB M. SOPTELEAN
Daily News-Record

HARRISONBURG — Ryan
Sodikoff enjoys driving in the
snow and helping people.

That’s why he signed up to be
part of Operation Snowball. 

Sodikoff is one of a dozen or so
volunteers who take employees to
Sentara RMH Medical Center on
snow days. 

“It’s fun. I love doing it,” he
said. “It’s rewarding.”

Sodikoff uses his 2007 Toyota
FJ Cruiser for the operation. The
sport utility vehicle has full-time
four-wheel drive. 

In addition to helping others,
he looks at the volunteer work as
positive public relations for

Steven Toyota, where he works as
general manager. 

On Monday, Sodikoff picked up
two people as part of the opera-
tion. One was Charity Amison, a
patient care technician. 

Amison, who has been work-
ing at the hospital for a year, lives
in a house with her parents at the
end of a long, steep driveway off
Massanetta Springs and Hilltop
roads. 

“Without him I would’ve been
stranded,” she said. 

“She lived on a crazy hill, an ag-
gressive rural area,” Sodikoff said.
“She had to walk out to meet me.” 

It was the first time Amison
had to use Operation Snowball. 

“I’m very grateful. My car
wouldn’t make it,” she said, not-
ing it is not four-wheel drive. 

Sodikoff has been volunteering
with Operation Snowball four
years now. 

“In years past, I had to do
many runs in one day,” he said. 

Volunteers are not obligated to
drive every time they are called. 

On Monday, seven drivers, in-
cluding two hospital employees,
gave a total of 30 rides. 

The hospital is looking for
more drivers for the program,
said Linda Riddle, Sentara
RMH’s nursing coordinator. 

Operation Snowball began in
the 1980s, Riddle said. Originally,
it used Ruritan Club members as
drivers but later expanded to oth-
ers in the community. 

“We’ve used it most winters,”
Riddle said. 

“It’s a great service we do for
patients and our staff,” said De-
bra Thompson, the hospital’s
communications director. 

Contact Caleb Soptelean at 574-6293
or csoptelean@dnr online.com

Transportation Service
Fueled By Volunteers

Caleb M. Soptelean / DN-R

Ryan Sodikof f, general manager of Steven Toyota in Harrisonburg, is one 
of a dozen or so volunteers who participate in Operation Snowball. The 
program gives employees at Sentara RMH Medical Center rides to the 
hospital on snow days. 

Luxury
Complex
Coming

By JEREMY HUNT
Daily News-Record

HARRISONBURG — Construc-
tion recently started on a luxury
apartment complex in Rocking-
ham County.

Work is under way on the first
168 units of The Reserve at Stone
Port, a complex located off Port Re-
public Road just south of the Har-
risonburg city limits.

The Cathcart Group of Char-
lottesville plans to build a total of
396 units in 17 buildings between

Ridgedale
Road and the
extension of
Stone Spring
Road common-
ly known as
the southeast
connector.

The compa-
ny obtained
$13.4 million
in building
permits for the
project last

summer, but construction was de-
layed until funding was secured,
according to a company spokes-
woman.

“With the downturn in ‘for sale’
housing markets and subsequent
drop in homeownership rates, we
see a significant demand in the
market for a luxury rental commu-
nity in Harrisonburg,” Todd Doffle-
myer, president and chief execu-
tive officer of the Cathcart Group,
said in a news release.

The Cathcart Group is seeking
to appeal to “renters-by-choice,” in-
cluding graduate students, young
professionals, professors, doctors
and retirees.

Undergraduate college stu-
dents will not be allowed to rent
apartments at The Reserve.

It will be adjacent to the Stone
Port development near the inter-
section of Port Republic and Stone
Spring roads, just north of Sentara
RMH Medical Center.

Stone Port is a 105-acre 

See COMPLEX, Page A4

C’ville Company Starts
Work On Apartments

“[W]e see a 
significant 

demand in the
market for a 
luxury rental
community in
Harrisonburg.”

— TODD DOFFLEMYER 
PRESIDENT AND CEO OF

THE CATHCART GROUP

Police: Man Smuggled 
70 Pounds Of Drugs

SNP Seeks Applicants For Youth Program
By JONATHON SHACAT
Daily News-Record

HARRISONBURG — Shenan-
doah National Park is seeking
applications for a program that
helps youth understand and ap-
preciate the park’s natural and
cultural heritage.

This year’s eight-week sum-
mer Youth Conservation Corps
will be held June 23 through

Aug. 15. The pro-
gram provides gain-
ful employment and
an educational expe-
rience in an outdoor
atmosphere.

“YCC enrollees
work to maintain park trails,
roads, buildings and camp-
grounds while learning about
the Shenandoah National
Park,” according to a press re-

lease from the park.
Applicants for

YCC crew member
positions must be
between the ages of
16 and 18 during
the employment pe-

riod. Enrollees work 40 hours
per week and earn minimum
wage.

More information is avail-
able at www.nps.gov/shen/park-

mgmt/ycc.htm.
Applications must be post-

marked by April 15 to be eligi-
ble. Mail completed applications
to Volunteer and Youth Pro-
grams Coordinator, Shenan-
doah National Park, 3655 U.S.
Highway 211 East, Luray, VA
22835.

Contact Jonathon Shacat at 574-
6286 or jshacat@dnr online.com

on the
WEB

For More Info:
www.nps.gov/shen/
parkmgmt/ycc.htm
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According to the Dale Enterprise Weather Station, a
winter storm that swept over the East Coast dropped
8 inches of snow just outside Harrisonburg. A thaw is

expected this week as temperatures are 
predicted to hover in the 40s. For the full forecast 

see Weather, Page A10.

ABOVE: Sarah Zahora, of Pottstown, Pa., a 21-year-old
junior at James Madison University, shovels snow off

her porch at Copper Beech in Harrisonburg 
on Tuesday. 

RIGHT: A Holstein cow finds a few blades of grass to
eat as the snow melts on Tuesday. 

Knife Links Suspect To Mexican Cartel

By PETE DeLEA
Daily News-Record

HARRISONBURG — A Rock-
ingham County Circuit Court
judge denied bond Tuesday for a
tractor-trailer driver accused of
smuggling more than 70 pounds
of cocaine and heroin.

George Henry Covarrubaiz,
38, whose home addresses are

listed as Tijuana, Mexi-
co, and Compton, Calif.,
is charged with two
felony counts of trans-
porting drugs into Vir-
ginia and two felony
counts of drug manu-
facturing.

Assistant Common-
wealth’s Attorney
Cristabel Opp told Judge
Bruce Albertson that a
knife found in the defendant’s pos-
session had the markings of a
Mexican drug cartel on it.

“These are serious
ties to another country,”
Opp said.

But Covarrubaiz’s
defense attorney, James
Love, told Albertson
that his client has no
criminal record and
wasn’t aware the drugs
were in his truck.

“He’s been a truck
driver for 19 years,”

Love said. “He doesn’t even have
a traffic ticket.”

The defendant was previously

denied bond in Rockingham
County General District Court
and appealed the decision to the
circuit court, where Albertson
also denied bond, citing Covar-
rubaiz’s possible flight risk to
Mexico.

Bad Light Led To Stop
On Feb. 3, a special agent

with the Virginia State Police’s
Criminal Interdiction Unit
stopped Covarrubaiz’s tractor-
trailer along Interstate 81 in
Rockingham County, just south

of New Market. 
Police say the northbound

truck was pulled over around
noon near mile marker 262 be-
cause of a bad light.

During the stop, a police dog
alerted the officer that drugs
were located in the truck. Inside,
police say they found roughly 48
pounds of cocaine and 22 pounds
of heroin. Prosecutors say the
drugs were found in the truck’s
battery compartment.

See CARTEL, Page A4
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Valley Health Care Workers Get A Winter Lift 

By CALEB M. SOPTELEAN
Daily News-Record

HARRISONBURG — Ryan
Sodikoff enjoys driving in the
snow and helping people.

That’s why he signed up to be
part of Operation Snowball. 

Sodikoff is one of a dozen or so
volunteers who take employees to
Sentara RMH Medical Center on
snow days. 

“It’s fun. I love doing it,” he
said. “It’s rewarding.”

Sodikoff uses his 2007 Toyota
FJ Cruiser for the operation. The
sport utility vehicle has full-time
four-wheel drive. 

In addition to helping others,
he looks at the volunteer work as
positive public relations for

Steven Toyota, where he works as
general manager. 

On Monday, Sodikoff picked up
two people as part of the opera-
tion. One was Charity Amison, a
patient care technician. 

Amison, who has been work-
ing at the hospital for a year, lives
in a house with her parents at the
end of a long, steep driveway off
Massanetta Springs and Hilltop
roads. 

“Without him I would’ve been
stranded,” she said. 

“She lived on a crazy hill, an ag-
gressive rural area,” Sodikoff said.
“She had to walk out to meet me.” 

It was the first time Amison
had to use Operation Snowball. 

“I’m very grateful. My car
wouldn’t make it,” she said, not-
ing it is not four-wheel drive. 

Sodikoff has been volunteering
with Operation Snowball four
years now. 

“In years past, I had to do
many runs in one day,” he said. 

Volunteers are not obligated to
drive every time they are called. 

On Monday, seven drivers, in-
cluding two hospital employees,
gave a total of 30 rides. 

The hospital is looking for
more drivers for the program,
said Linda Riddle, Sentara
RMH’s nursing coordinator. 

Operation Snowball began in
the 1980s, Riddle said. Originally,
it used Ruritan Club members as
drivers but later expanded to oth-
ers in the community. 

“We’ve used it most winters,”
Riddle said. 

“It’s a great service we do for
patients and our staff,” said De-
bra Thompson, the hospital’s
communications director. 

Contact Caleb Soptelean at 574-6293
or csoptelean@dnr online.com
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Fueled By Volunteers
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Ryan Sodikof f, general manager of Steven Toyota in Harrisonburg, is one 
of a dozen or so volunteers who participate in Operation Snowball. The 
program gives employees at Sentara RMH Medical Center rides to the 
hospital on snow days. 

Luxury
Complex
Coming

By JEREMY HUNT
Daily News-Record

HARRISONBURG — Construc-
tion recently started on a luxury
apartment complex in Rocking-
ham County.

Work is under way on the first
168 units of The Reserve at Stone
Port, a complex located off Port Re-
public Road just south of the Har-
risonburg city limits.

The Cathcart Group of Char-
lottesville plans to build a total of
396 units in 17 buildings between

Ridgedale
Road and the
extension of
Stone Spring
Road common-
ly known as
the southeast
connector.

The compa-
ny obtained
$13.4 million
in building
permits for the
project last

summer, but construction was de-
layed until funding was secured,
according to a company spokes-
woman.

“With the downturn in ‘for sale’
housing markets and subsequent
drop in homeownership rates, we
see a significant demand in the
market for a luxury rental commu-
nity in Harrisonburg,” Todd Doffle-
myer, president and chief execu-
tive officer of the Cathcart Group,
said in a news release.

The Cathcart Group is seeking
to appeal to “renters-by-choice,” in-
cluding graduate students, young
professionals, professors, doctors
and retirees.

Undergraduate college stu-
dents will not be allowed to rent
apartments at The Reserve.

It will be adjacent to the Stone
Port development near the inter-
section of Port Republic and Stone
Spring roads, just north of Sentara
RMH Medical Center.

Stone Port is a 105-acre 
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C’ville Company Starts
Work On Apartments

“[W]e see a 
significant 

demand in the
market for a 
luxury rental
community in
Harrisonburg.”

— TODD DOFFLEMYER 
PRESIDENT AND CEO OF

THE CATHCART GROUP

Police: Man Smuggled 
70 Pounds Of Drugs

SNP Seeks Applicants For Youth Program
By JONATHON SHACAT
Daily News-Record

HARRISONBURG — Shenan-
doah National Park is seeking
applications for a program that
helps youth understand and ap-
preciate the park’s natural and
cultural heritage.

This year’s eight-week sum-
mer Youth Conservation Corps
will be held June 23 through

Aug. 15. The pro-
gram provides gain-
ful employment and
an educational expe-
rience in an outdoor
atmosphere.

“YCC enrollees
work to maintain park trails,
roads, buildings and camp-
grounds while learning about
the Shenandoah National
Park,” according to a press re-

lease from the park.
Applicants for

YCC crew member
positions must be
between the ages of
16 and 18 during
the employment pe-

riod. Enrollees work 40 hours
per week and earn minimum
wage.

More information is avail-
able at www.nps.gov/shen/park-

mgmt/ycc.htm.
Applications must be post-

marked by April 15 to be eligi-
ble. Mail completed applications
to Volunteer and Youth Pro-
grams Coordinator, Shenan-
doah National Park, 3655 U.S.
Highway 211 East, Luray, VA
22835.

Contact Jonathon Shacat at 574-
6286 or jshacat@dnr online.com
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According to the Dale Enterprise Weather Station, a
winter storm that swept over the East Coast dropped
8 inches of snow just outside Harrisonburg. A thaw is

expected this week as temperatures are 
predicted to hover in the 40s. For the full forecast 

see Weather, Page A10.

ABOVE: Sarah Zahora, of Pottstown, Pa., a 21-year-old
junior at James Madison University, shovels snow off

her porch at Copper Beech in Harrisonburg 
on Tuesday. 

RIGHT: A Holstein cow finds a few blades of grass to
eat as the snow melts on Tuesday. 

Knife Links Suspect To Mexican Cartel

By PETE DeLEA
Daily News-Record

HARRISONBURG — A Rock-
ingham County Circuit Court
judge denied bond Tuesday for a
tractor-trailer driver accused of
smuggling more than 70 pounds
of cocaine and heroin.

George Henry Covarrubaiz,
38, whose home addresses are

listed as Tijuana, Mexi-
co, and Compton, Calif.,
is charged with two
felony counts of trans-
porting drugs into Vir-
ginia and two felony
counts of drug manu-
facturing.

Assistant Common-
wealth’s Attorney
Cristabel Opp told Judge
Bruce Albertson that a
knife found in the defendant’s pos-
session had the markings of a
Mexican drug cartel on it.

“These are serious
ties to another country,”
Opp said.

But Covarrubaiz’s
defense attorney, James
Love, told Albertson
that his client has no
criminal record and
wasn’t aware the drugs
were in his truck.

“He’s been a truck
driver for 19 years,”

Love said. “He doesn’t even have
a traffic ticket.”

The defendant was previously

denied bond in Rockingham
County General District Court
and appealed the decision to the
circuit court, where Albertson
also denied bond, citing Covar-
rubaiz’s possible flight risk to
Mexico.

Bad Light Led To Stop
On Feb. 3, a special agent

with the Virginia State Police’s
Criminal Interdiction Unit
stopped Covarrubaiz’s tractor-
trailer along Interstate 81 in
Rockingham County, just south

of New Market. 
Police say the northbound

truck was pulled over around
noon near mile marker 262 be-
cause of a bad light.

During the stop, a police dog
alerted the officer that drugs
were located in the truck. Inside,
police say they found roughly 48
pounds of cocaine and 22 pounds
of heroin. Prosecutors say the
drugs were found in the truck’s
battery compartment.

See CARTEL, Page A4
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Valley Health Care Workers Get A Winter Lift 

By CALEB M. SOPTELEAN
Daily News-Record

HARRISONBURG — Ryan
Sodikoff enjoys driving in the
snow and helping people.

That’s why he signed up to be
part of Operation Snowball. 

Sodikoff is one of a dozen or so
volunteers who take employees to
Sentara RMH Medical Center on
snow days. 

“It’s fun. I love doing it,” he
said. “It’s rewarding.”

Sodikoff uses his 2007 Toyota
FJ Cruiser for the operation. The
sport utility vehicle has full-time
four-wheel drive. 

In addition to helping others,
he looks at the volunteer work as
positive public relations for

Steven Toyota, where he works as
general manager. 

On Monday, Sodikoff picked up
two people as part of the opera-
tion. One was Charity Amison, a
patient care technician. 

Amison, who has been work-
ing at the hospital for a year, lives
in a house with her parents at the
end of a long, steep driveway off
Massanetta Springs and Hilltop
roads. 

“Without him I would’ve been
stranded,” she said. 

“She lived on a crazy hill, an ag-
gressive rural area,” Sodikoff said.
“She had to walk out to meet me.” 

It was the first time Amison
had to use Operation Snowball. 

“I’m very grateful. My car
wouldn’t make it,” she said, not-
ing it is not four-wheel drive. 

Sodikoff has been volunteering
with Operation Snowball four
years now. 

“In years past, I had to do
many runs in one day,” he said. 

Volunteers are not obligated to
drive every time they are called. 

On Monday, seven drivers, in-
cluding two hospital employees,
gave a total of 30 rides. 

The hospital is looking for
more drivers for the program,
said Linda Riddle, Sentara
RMH’s nursing coordinator. 

Operation Snowball began in
the 1980s, Riddle said. Originally,
it used Ruritan Club members as
drivers but later expanded to oth-
ers in the community. 

“We’ve used it most winters,”
Riddle said. 

“It’s a great service we do for
patients and our staff,” said De-
bra Thompson, the hospital’s
communications director. 

Contact Caleb Soptelean at 574-6293
or csoptelean@dnr online.com
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Ryan Sodikof f, general manager of Steven Toyota in Harrisonburg, is one 
of a dozen or so volunteers who participate in Operation Snowball. The 
program gives employees at Sentara RMH Medical Center rides to the 
hospital on snow days. 

Luxury
Complex
Coming

By JEREMY HUNT
Daily News-Record

HARRISONBURG — Construc-
tion recently started on a luxury
apartment complex in Rocking-
ham County.

Work is under way on the first
168 units of The Reserve at Stone
Port, a complex located off Port Re-
public Road just south of the Har-
risonburg city limits.

The Cathcart Group of Char-
lottesville plans to build a total of
396 units in 17 buildings between

Ridgedale
Road and the
extension of
Stone Spring
Road common-
ly known as
the southeast
connector.

The compa-
ny obtained
$13.4 million
in building
permits for the
project last

summer, but construction was de-
layed until funding was secured,
according to a company spokes-
woman.

“With the downturn in ‘for sale’
housing markets and subsequent
drop in homeownership rates, we
see a significant demand in the
market for a luxury rental commu-
nity in Harrisonburg,” Todd Doffle-
myer, president and chief execu-
tive officer of the Cathcart Group,
said in a news release.

The Cathcart Group is seeking
to appeal to “renters-by-choice,” in-
cluding graduate students, young
professionals, professors, doctors
and retirees.

Undergraduate college stu-
dents will not be allowed to rent
apartments at The Reserve.

It will be adjacent to the Stone
Port development near the inter-
section of Port Republic and Stone
Spring roads, just north of Sentara
RMH Medical Center.

Stone Port is a 105-acre 
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“[W]e see a 
significant 

demand in the
market for a 
luxury rental
community in
Harrisonburg.”

— TODD DOFFLEMYER 
PRESIDENT AND CEO OF

THE CATHCART GROUP

Police: Man Smuggled 
70 Pounds Of Drugs

SNP Seeks Applicants For Youth Program
By JONATHON SHACAT
Daily News-Record

HARRISONBURG — Shenan-
doah National Park is seeking
applications for a program that
helps youth understand and ap-
preciate the park’s natural and
cultural heritage.

This year’s eight-week sum-
mer Youth Conservation Corps
will be held June 23 through

Aug. 15. The pro-
gram provides gain-
ful employment and
an educational expe-
rience in an outdoor
atmosphere.

“YCC enrollees
work to maintain park trails,
roads, buildings and camp-
grounds while learning about
the Shenandoah National
Park,” according to a press re-

lease from the park.
Applicants for

YCC crew member
positions must be
between the ages of
16 and 18 during
the employment pe-

riod. Enrollees work 40 hours
per week and earn minimum
wage.

More information is avail-
able at www.nps.gov/shen/park-

mgmt/ycc.htm.
Applications must be post-

marked by April 15 to be eligi-
ble. Mail completed applications
to Volunteer and Youth Pro-
grams Coordinator, Shenan-
doah National Park, 3655 U.S.
Highway 211 East, Luray, VA
22835.

Contact Jonathon Shacat at 574-
6286 or jshacat@dnr online.com
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According to the Dale Enterprise Weather Station, a
winter storm that swept over the East Coast dropped
8 inches of snow just outside Harrisonburg. A thaw is

expected this week as temperatures are 
predicted to hover in the 40s. For the full forecast 

see Weather, Page A10.

ABOVE: Sarah Zahora, of Pottstown, Pa., a 21-year-old
junior at James Madison University, shovels snow off

her porch at Copper Beech in Harrisonburg 
on Tuesday. 

RIGHT: A Holstein cow finds a few blades of grass to
eat as the snow melts on Tuesday. 

Knife Links Suspect To Mexican Cartel

By PETE DeLEA
Daily News-Record

HARRISONBURG — A Rock-
ingham County Circuit Court
judge denied bond Tuesday for a
tractor-trailer driver accused of
smuggling more than 70 pounds
of cocaine and heroin.

George Henry Covarrubaiz,
38, whose home addresses are

listed as Tijuana, Mexi-
co, and Compton, Calif.,
is charged with two
felony counts of trans-
porting drugs into Vir-
ginia and two felony
counts of drug manu-
facturing.

Assistant Common-
wealth’s Attorney
Cristabel Opp told Judge
Bruce Albertson that a
knife found in the defendant’s pos-
session had the markings of a
Mexican drug cartel on it.

“These are serious
ties to another country,”
Opp said.

But Covarrubaiz’s
defense attorney, James
Love, told Albertson
that his client has no
criminal record and
wasn’t aware the drugs
were in his truck.

“He’s been a truck
driver for 19 years,”

Love said. “He doesn’t even have
a traffic ticket.”

The defendant was previously

denied bond in Rockingham
County General District Court
and appealed the decision to the
circuit court, where Albertson
also denied bond, citing Covar-
rubaiz’s possible flight risk to
Mexico.

Bad Light Led To Stop
On Feb. 3, a special agent

with the Virginia State Police’s
Criminal Interdiction Unit
stopped Covarrubaiz’s tractor-
trailer along Interstate 81 in
Rockingham County, just south

of New Market. 
Police say the northbound

truck was pulled over around
noon near mile marker 262 be-
cause of a bad light.

During the stop, a police dog
alerted the officer that drugs
were located in the truck. Inside,
police say they found roughly 48
pounds of cocaine and 22 pounds
of heroin. Prosecutors say the
drugs were found in the truck’s
battery compartment.

See CARTEL, Page A4
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Valley Health Care Workers Get A Winter Lift 

By CALEB M. SOPTELEAN
Daily News-Record

HARRISONBURG — Ryan
Sodikoff enjoys driving in the
snow and helping people.

That’s why he signed up to be
part of Operation Snowball. 

Sodikoff is one of a dozen or so
volunteers who take employees to
Sentara RMH Medical Center on
snow days. 

“It’s fun. I love doing it,” he
said. “It’s rewarding.”

Sodikoff uses his 2007 Toyota
FJ Cruiser for the operation. The
sport utility vehicle has full-time
four-wheel drive. 

In addition to helping others,
he looks at the volunteer work as
positive public relations for

Steven Toyota, where he works as
general manager. 

On Monday, Sodikoff picked up
two people as part of the opera-
tion. One was Charity Amison, a
patient care technician. 

Amison, who has been work-
ing at the hospital for a year, lives
in a house with her parents at the
end of a long, steep driveway off
Massanetta Springs and Hilltop
roads. 

“Without him I would’ve been
stranded,” she said. 

“She lived on a crazy hill, an ag-
gressive rural area,” Sodikoff said.
“She had to walk out to meet me.” 

It was the first time Amison
had to use Operation Snowball. 

“I’m very grateful. My car
wouldn’t make it,” she said, not-
ing it is not four-wheel drive. 

Sodikoff has been volunteering
with Operation Snowball four
years now. 

“In years past, I had to do
many runs in one day,” he said. 

Volunteers are not obligated to
drive every time they are called. 

On Monday, seven drivers, in-
cluding two hospital employees,
gave a total of 30 rides. 

The hospital is looking for
more drivers for the program,
said Linda Riddle, Sentara
RMH’s nursing coordinator. 

Operation Snowball began in
the 1980s, Riddle said. Originally,
it used Ruritan Club members as
drivers but later expanded to oth-
ers in the community. 

“We’ve used it most winters,”
Riddle said. 

“It’s a great service we do for
patients and our staff,” said De-
bra Thompson, the hospital’s
communications director. 

Contact Caleb Soptelean at 574-6293
or csoptelean@dnr online.com

Transportation Service
Fueled By Volunteers
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Ryan Sodikof f, general manager of Steven Toyota in Harrisonburg, is one 
of a dozen or so volunteers who participate in Operation Snowball. The 
program gives employees at Sentara RMH Medical Center rides to the 
hospital on snow days. 

Luxury
Complex
Coming

By JEREMY HUNT
Daily News-Record

HARRISONBURG — Construc-
tion recently started on a luxury
apartment complex in Rocking-
ham County.

Work is under way on the first
168 units of The Reserve at Stone
Port, a complex located off Port Re-
public Road just south of the Har-
risonburg city limits.

The Cathcart Group of Char-
lottesville plans to build a total of
396 units in 17 buildings between

Ridgedale
Road and the
extension of
Stone Spring
Road common-
ly known as
the southeast
connector.

The compa-
ny obtained
$13.4 million
in building
permits for the
project last

summer, but construction was de-
layed until funding was secured,
according to a company spokes-
woman.

“With the downturn in ‘for sale’
housing markets and subsequent
drop in homeownership rates, we
see a significant demand in the
market for a luxury rental commu-
nity in Harrisonburg,” Todd Doffle-
myer, president and chief execu-
tive officer of the Cathcart Group,
said in a news release.

The Cathcart Group is seeking
to appeal to “renters-by-choice,” in-
cluding graduate students, young
professionals, professors, doctors
and retirees.

Undergraduate college stu-
dents will not be allowed to rent
apartments at The Reserve.

It will be adjacent to the Stone
Port development near the inter-
section of Port Republic and Stone
Spring roads, just north of Sentara
RMH Medical Center.

Stone Port is a 105-acre 

See COMPLEX, Page A4

C’ville Company Starts
Work On Apartments

“[W]e see a 
significant 

demand in the
market for a 
luxury rental
community in
Harrisonburg.”

— TODD DOFFLEMYER 
PRESIDENT AND CEO OF

THE CATHCART GROUP

Police: Man Smuggled 
70 Pounds Of Drugs

SNP Seeks Applicants For Youth Program
By JONATHON SHACAT
Daily News-Record

HARRISONBURG — Shenan-
doah National Park is seeking
applications for a program that
helps youth understand and ap-
preciate the park’s natural and
cultural heritage.

This year’s eight-week sum-
mer Youth Conservation Corps
will be held June 23 through

Aug. 15. The pro-
gram provides gain-
ful employment and
an educational expe-
rience in an outdoor
atmosphere.

“YCC enrollees
work to maintain park trails,
roads, buildings and camp-
grounds while learning about
the Shenandoah National
Park,” according to a press re-

lease from the park.
Applicants for

YCC crew member
positions must be
between the ages of
16 and 18 during
the employment pe-

riod. Enrollees work 40 hours
per week and earn minimum
wage.

More information is avail-
able at www.nps.gov/shen/park-

mgmt/ycc.htm.
Applications must be post-

marked by April 15 to be eligi-
ble. Mail completed applications
to Volunteer and Youth Pro-
grams Coordinator, Shenan-
doah National Park, 3655 U.S.
Highway 211 East, Luray, VA
22835.

Contact Jonathon Shacat at 574-
6286 or jshacat@dnr online.com

on the
WEB

For More Info:
www.nps.gov/shen/
parkmgmt/ycc.htm
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According to the Dale Enterprise Weather Station, a
winter storm that swept over the East Coast dropped
8 inches of snow just outside Harrisonburg. A thaw is

expected this week as temperatures are 
predicted to hover in the 40s. For the full forecast 

see Weather, Page A10.

ABOVE: Sarah Zahora, of Pottstown, Pa., a 21-year-old
junior at James Madison University, shovels snow off

her porch at Copper Beech in Harrisonburg 
on Tuesday. 

RIGHT: A Holstein cow finds a few blades of grass to
eat as the snow melts on Tuesday. 

Knife Links Suspect To Mexican Cartel

By PETE DeLEA
Daily News-Record

HARRISONBURG — A Rock-
ingham County Circuit Court
judge denied bond Tuesday for a
tractor-trailer driver accused of
smuggling more than 70 pounds
of cocaine and heroin.

George Henry Covarrubaiz,
38, whose home addresses are

listed as Tijuana, Mexi-
co, and Compton, Calif.,
is charged with two
felony counts of trans-
porting drugs into Vir-
ginia and two felony
counts of drug manu-
facturing.

Assistant Common-
wealth’s Attorney
Cristabel Opp told Judge
Bruce Albertson that a
knife found in the defendant’s pos-
session had the markings of a
Mexican drug cartel on it.

“These are serious
ties to another country,”
Opp said.

But Covarrubaiz’s
defense attorney, James
Love, told Albertson
that his client has no
criminal record and
wasn’t aware the drugs
were in his truck.

“He’s been a truck
driver for 19 years,”

Love said. “He doesn’t even have
a traffic ticket.”

The defendant was previously

denied bond in Rockingham
County General District Court
and appealed the decision to the
circuit court, where Albertson
also denied bond, citing Covar-
rubaiz’s possible flight risk to
Mexico.

Bad Light Led To Stop
On Feb. 3, a special agent

with the Virginia State Police’s
Criminal Interdiction Unit
stopped Covarrubaiz’s tractor-
trailer along Interstate 81 in
Rockingham County, just south

of New Market. 
Police say the northbound

truck was pulled over around
noon near mile marker 262 be-
cause of a bad light.

During the stop, a police dog
alerted the officer that drugs
were located in the truck. Inside,
police say they found roughly 48
pounds of cocaine and 22 pounds
of heroin. Prosecutors say the
drugs were found in the truck’s
battery compartment.

See CARTEL, Page A4

Covarrubaiz

Valley Health Care Workers Get A Winter Lift 

By CALEB M. SOPTELEAN
Daily News-Record

HARRISONBURG — Ryan
Sodikoff enjoys driving in the
snow and helping people.

That’s why he signed up to be
part of Operation Snowball. 

Sodikoff is one of a dozen or so
volunteers who take employees to
Sentara RMH Medical Center on
snow days. 

“It’s fun. I love doing it,” he
said. “It’s rewarding.”

Sodikoff uses his 2007 Toyota
FJ Cruiser for the operation. The
sport utility vehicle has full-time
four-wheel drive. 

In addition to helping others,
he looks at the volunteer work as
positive public relations for

Steven Toyota, where he works as
general manager. 

On Monday, Sodikoff picked up
two people as part of the opera-
tion. One was Charity Amison, a
patient care technician. 

Amison, who has been work-
ing at the hospital for a year, lives
in a house with her parents at the
end of a long, steep driveway off
Massanetta Springs and Hilltop
roads. 

“Without him I would’ve been
stranded,” she said. 

“She lived on a crazy hill, an ag-
gressive rural area,” Sodikoff said.
“She had to walk out to meet me.” 

It was the first time Amison
had to use Operation Snowball. 

“I’m very grateful. My car
wouldn’t make it,” she said, not-
ing it is not four-wheel drive. 

Sodikoff has been volunteering
with Operation Snowball four
years now. 

“In years past, I had to do
many runs in one day,” he said. 

Volunteers are not obligated to
drive every time they are called. 

On Monday, seven drivers, in-
cluding two hospital employees,
gave a total of 30 rides. 

The hospital is looking for
more drivers for the program,
said Linda Riddle, Sentara
RMH’s nursing coordinator. 

Operation Snowball began in
the 1980s, Riddle said. Originally,
it used Ruritan Club members as
drivers but later expanded to oth-
ers in the community. 

“We’ve used it most winters,”
Riddle said. 

“It’s a great service we do for
patients and our staff,” said De-
bra Thompson, the hospital’s
communications director. 

Contact Caleb Soptelean at 574-6293
or csoptelean@dnr online.com
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Ryan Sodikof f, general manager of Steven Toyota in Harrisonburg, is one 
of a dozen or so volunteers who participate in Operation Snowball. The 
program gives employees at Sentara RMH Medical Center rides to the 
hospital on snow days. 
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Complex
Coming
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HARRISONBURG — Construc-
tion recently started on a luxury
apartment complex in Rocking-
ham County.

Work is under way on the first
168 units of The Reserve at Stone
Port, a complex located off Port Re-
public Road just south of the Har-
risonburg city limits.

The Cathcart Group of Char-
lottesville plans to build a total of
396 units in 17 buildings between

Ridgedale
Road and the
extension of
Stone Spring
Road common-
ly known as
the southeast
connector.

The compa-
ny obtained
$13.4 million
in building
permits for the
project last

summer, but construction was de-
layed until funding was secured,
according to a company spokes-
woman.

“With the downturn in ‘for sale’
housing markets and subsequent
drop in homeownership rates, we
see a significant demand in the
market for a luxury rental commu-
nity in Harrisonburg,” Todd Doffle-
myer, president and chief execu-
tive officer of the Cathcart Group,
said in a news release.

The Cathcart Group is seeking
to appeal to “renters-by-choice,” in-
cluding graduate students, young
professionals, professors, doctors
and retirees.

Undergraduate college stu-
dents will not be allowed to rent
apartments at The Reserve.

It will be adjacent to the Stone
Port development near the inter-
section of Port Republic and Stone
Spring roads, just north of Sentara
RMH Medical Center.

Stone Port is a 105-acre 
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“[W]e see a 
significant 

demand in the
market for a 
luxury rental
community in
Harrisonburg.”

— TODD DOFFLEMYER 
PRESIDENT AND CEO OF

THE CATHCART GROUP

Police: Man Smuggled 
70 Pounds Of Drugs

SNP Seeks Applicants For Youth Program
By JONATHON SHACAT
Daily News-Record

HARRISONBURG — Shenan-
doah National Park is seeking
applications for a program that
helps youth understand and ap-
preciate the park’s natural and
cultural heritage.

This year’s eight-week sum-
mer Youth Conservation Corps
will be held June 23 through

Aug. 15. The pro-
gram provides gain-
ful employment and
an educational expe-
rience in an outdoor
atmosphere.

“YCC enrollees
work to maintain park trails,
roads, buildings and camp-
grounds while learning about
the Shenandoah National
Park,” according to a press re-

lease from the park.
Applicants for

YCC crew member
positions must be
between the ages of
16 and 18 during
the employment pe-

riod. Enrollees work 40 hours
per week and earn minimum
wage.

More information is avail-
able at www.nps.gov/shen/park-

mgmt/ycc.htm.
Applications must be post-

marked by April 15 to be eligi-
ble. Mail completed applications
to Volunteer and Youth Pro-
grams Coordinator, Shenan-
doah National Park, 3655 U.S.
Highway 211 East, Luray, VA
22835.

Contact Jonathon Shacat at 574-
6286 or jshacat@dnr online.com

on the
WEB

For More Info:
www.nps.gov/shen/
parkmgmt/ycc.htm
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According to the Dale Enterprise Weather Station, a
winter storm that swept over the East Coast dropped
8 inches of snow just outside Harrisonburg. A thaw is

expected this week as temperatures are 
predicted to hover in the 40s. For the full forecast 
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ABOVE: Sarah Zahora, of Pottstown, Pa., a 21-year-old
junior at James Madison University, shovels snow off

her porch at Copper Beech in Harrisonburg 
on Tuesday. 

RIGHT: A Holstein cow finds a few blades of grass to
eat as the snow melts on Tuesday. 

Knife Links Suspect To Mexican Cartel

By PETE DeLEA
Daily News-Record

HARRISONBURG — A Rock-
ingham County Circuit Court
judge denied bond Tuesday for a
tractor-trailer driver accused of
smuggling more than 70 pounds
of cocaine and heroin.

George Henry Covarrubaiz,
38, whose home addresses are

listed as Tijuana, Mexi-
co, and Compton, Calif.,
is charged with two
felony counts of trans-
porting drugs into Vir-
ginia and two felony
counts of drug manu-
facturing.

Assistant Common-
wealth’s Attorney
Cristabel Opp told Judge
Bruce Albertson that a
knife found in the defendant’s pos-
session had the markings of a
Mexican drug cartel on it.

“These are serious
ties to another country,”
Opp said.

But Covarrubaiz’s
defense attorney, James
Love, told Albertson
that his client has no
criminal record and
wasn’t aware the drugs
were in his truck.

“He’s been a truck
driver for 19 years,”

Love said. “He doesn’t even have
a traffic ticket.”

The defendant was previously

denied bond in Rockingham
County General District Court
and appealed the decision to the
circuit court, where Albertson
also denied bond, citing Covar-
rubaiz’s possible flight risk to
Mexico.

Bad Light Led To Stop
On Feb. 3, a special agent

with the Virginia State Police’s
Criminal Interdiction Unit
stopped Covarrubaiz’s tractor-
trailer along Interstate 81 in
Rockingham County, just south

of New Market. 
Police say the northbound

truck was pulled over around
noon near mile marker 262 be-
cause of a bad light.

During the stop, a police dog
alerted the officer that drugs
were located in the truck. Inside,
police say they found roughly 48
pounds of cocaine and 22 pounds
of heroin. Prosecutors say the
drugs were found in the truck’s
battery compartment.
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By CALEB M. SOPTELEAN
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HARRISONBURG — Ryan
Sodikoff enjoys driving in the
snow and helping people.

That’s why he signed up to be
part of Operation Snowball. 

Sodikoff is one of a dozen or so
volunteers who take employees to
Sentara RMH Medical Center on
snow days. 

“It’s fun. I love doing it,” he
said. “It’s rewarding.”

Sodikoff uses his 2007 Toyota
FJ Cruiser for the operation. The
sport utility vehicle has full-time
four-wheel drive. 

In addition to helping others,
he looks at the volunteer work as
positive public relations for

Steven Toyota, where he works as
general manager. 

On Monday, Sodikoff picked up
two people as part of the opera-
tion. One was Charity Amison, a
patient care technician. 

Amison, who has been work-
ing at the hospital for a year, lives
in a house with her parents at the
end of a long, steep driveway off
Massanetta Springs and Hilltop
roads. 

“Without him I would’ve been
stranded,” she said. 

“She lived on a crazy hill, an ag-
gressive rural area,” Sodikoff said.
“She had to walk out to meet me.” 

It was the first time Amison
had to use Operation Snowball. 

“I’m very grateful. My car
wouldn’t make it,” she said, not-
ing it is not four-wheel drive. 

Sodikoff has been volunteering
with Operation Snowball four
years now. 

“In years past, I had to do
many runs in one day,” he said. 

Volunteers are not obligated to
drive every time they are called. 

On Monday, seven drivers, in-
cluding two hospital employees,
gave a total of 30 rides. 

The hospital is looking for
more drivers for the program,
said Linda Riddle, Sentara
RMH’s nursing coordinator. 

Operation Snowball began in
the 1980s, Riddle said. Originally,
it used Ruritan Club members as
drivers but later expanded to oth-
ers in the community. 

“We’ve used it most winters,”
Riddle said. 

“It’s a great service we do for
patients and our staff,” said De-
bra Thompson, the hospital’s
communications director. 
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of a dozen or so volunteers who participate in Operation Snowball. The 
program gives employees at Sentara RMH Medical Center rides to the 
hospital on snow days. 
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HARRISONBURG — Construc-
tion recently started on a luxury
apartment complex in Rocking-
ham County.

Work is under way on the first
168 units of The Reserve at Stone
Port, a complex located off Port Re-
public Road just south of the Har-
risonburg city limits.

The Cathcart Group of Char-
lottesville plans to build a total of
396 units in 17 buildings between

Ridgedale
Road and the
extension of
Stone Spring
Road common-
ly known as
the southeast
connector.

The compa-
ny obtained
$13.4 million
in building
permits for the
project last

summer, but construction was de-
layed until funding was secured,
according to a company spokes-
woman.

“With the downturn in ‘for sale’
housing markets and subsequent
drop in homeownership rates, we
see a significant demand in the
market for a luxury rental commu-
nity in Harrisonburg,” Todd Doffle-
myer, president and chief execu-
tive officer of the Cathcart Group,
said in a news release.

The Cathcart Group is seeking
to appeal to “renters-by-choice,” in-
cluding graduate students, young
professionals, professors, doctors
and retirees.

Undergraduate college stu-
dents will not be allowed to rent
apartments at The Reserve.

It will be adjacent to the Stone
Port development near the inter-
section of Port Republic and Stone
Spring roads, just north of Sentara
RMH Medical Center.

Stone Port is a 105-acre 
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HARRISONBURG — Shenan-
doah National Park is seeking
applications for a program that
helps youth understand and ap-
preciate the park’s natural and
cultural heritage.

This year’s eight-week sum-
mer Youth Conservation Corps
will be held June 23 through

Aug. 15. The pro-
gram provides gain-
ful employment and
an educational expe-
rience in an outdoor
atmosphere.

“YCC enrollees
work to maintain park trails,
roads, buildings and camp-
grounds while learning about
the Shenandoah National
Park,” according to a press re-

lease from the park.
Applicants for

YCC crew member
positions must be
between the ages of
16 and 18 during
the employment pe-

riod. Enrollees work 40 hours
per week and earn minimum
wage.

More information is avail-
able at www.nps.gov/shen/park-

mgmt/ycc.htm.
Applications must be post-

marked by April 15 to be eligi-
ble. Mail completed applications
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